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Unmatched flexibility
WordPress is the world’s most popular content 
management system (CMS) for numerous 
reasons, but its extensive catalog of plugins 
truly sets it apart.

WordPress plugins are small pieces of code 
designed to expand the functionality of your 
website, offering unparalleled integration 
and enhancement options. Even with the 
proliferation of other CMSs and proprietary 
website-building tools, none have come close 
to replicating the expansive ecosystem of 
WordPress plugins.

The official directory of WordPress plugins, 
AKA the plugin repository, now has nearly 
60,000 free plugins listed—and you can find 
a wide variety of additional plugins on third-
party marketplaces and individual developer 
websites.*

By comparison, popular eCommerce site 
builders like Shopify and Magento offer users 
access to just a few thousand extensions, while 
others provide even fewer. 

The difference is apparent in the level of 
flexibility and customization WordPress is 
renowned for. If you wish to integrate a type 
of functionality or third-party service into your 
site, chances are, there’s a plugin for it.

But with so many WordPress plugins to choose 
from, finding the right plugin(s) for your website 
is no small task. Although the right solutions will 
ultimately depend on your specific use case, 
this guide will familiarize you with the different 
types of WordPress plugins available and help 
you identify plugins you can install on your site.
*It’s worth noting that plugins not listed on wordpress.org/plugins/ 
may not have gone through the same review process and may have 
varying levels of quality, including security protections.

Widespread popularity
While technology trends come and go, 
WordPress plugins have served as  a steady 
source of flexibility and customization for 
millions of websites since plugin architecture 
became available nearly two decades ago. 

For an idea of just how popular WordPress 
plugins are, check out these stats: 

	■�	 The number of plugins available in the 
WordPress plugin repository has jumped 
by more than 20% over the past five years, 
surpassing 60,000 in 2023 (but fluctuating 
with the continuous addition and removal of 
plugins). 

	■�	 The use of WordPress plugins has skyrocketed 
in recent years, with popular plugins such as 
WooCommerce seeing a more than 50% jump 
in adoption since 2019.

	■�	 In addition to WooCommerce, some of the 
most popular plugins of all time are Advanced 
Custom Fields, Akismet Spam Protection, 
WPForms, Contact Form 7, Elementor Website 
Builder, Jetpack, Really Simple SSL, and Yoast.

Introduction 

https://wpengine.com
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Ongoing maintenance 
and managment
WordPress plugins are incredibly useful and 
massively popular, but they do come with a few 
added responsibilities. 

Like any piece of software, plugins require 
regular updates and maintenance to ensure 
bugs and security vulnerabilities are routinely 
patched. 

Failure to update plugins or neglecting to 
maintain them for long periods of time will 
almost certainly invite security issues, as 
out-of-date plugins or plugins that were 
poorly designed in the first place (and/or not 
maintained by their authors) represent one of 
the largest risk factors for WordPress sites. 

At WP Engine, we monitor the growing plugin 
ecosystem closely and maintain a list of plugins 
that are disallowed on our platform, often 
because they are at odds with our own internal 
security standards. 

Nonetheless, we still see plugin vulnerabilities 
affect our customers when they fall behind on 
plugin updates. Maintaining plugins is simply 
hard to keep up with, and as a user’s plugin 
portfolio grows, so does the task of keeping 
each plugin up-to-date and secure.

Manage smarter, 
not harder
WP Engine’s Smart Plugin Manager solves the 
issue of time-consuming plugin maintenance 
by automating plugin updates to keep your sites 
secure. With Smart Plugin Manager up and 

running on your site(s), you no longer have to 
devote valuable time and resources to regularly 
reviewing and updating plugins. 

Instead, plugins are automatically checked for 
updates every 24 hours,and you can select 
an ideal time of day for them to take place to 
ensure they don’t interfere with your workflow. 

Additionally, because some plugin updates may 
be more critical for certain sites, Smart Plugin 
Manager allows updates to be customized on 
an individual basis, so they run automatically 
or manually, depending on user preference for 
each plugin.

Smart Plugin Manager is also expanding its 
feature set, with more granularity for the 
update process and the ability to include theme 
updates in your automated maintenance. It’s 
also finding a valuable use case with agencies 
that are harnessing the power of Smart Plugin 
Manager to provide additional, automated 
services to their clients.  

For agencies that offer hosting directly to 
their clients, and freelancers or other hosting 
resellers that manage client plugins manually, 
Smart Plugin Manager can significantly reduce 
the time and resources spent on routine plugin 
maintenance. For businesses that haven’t 
offered this service to clients yet, Smart Plugin 
Manager offers a straightforward way to get 
started. 

Find out more about Smart Plugin Manager 
here, or speak to a representative for answers 
to your questions.

https://wpengine.com
https://wpengine.com/support/disallowed-plugins/
https://wpengine.com/smart-plugin-manager/
https://wpengine.com/more/rocketlevel-smart-plugin-manager-case-study/
https://wpengine.com/more/rocketlevel-smart-plugin-manager-case-study/
https://wpengine.com/smart-plugin-manager/
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Whether you’re part of a large marketing team 
or a freelancer managing your own business, 
marketing professionals have to wear many 
hats. From preserving digital brand presence 
and monitoring SEO performance to fine-
tuning strategies for enhanced visibility 
and conversions, managing a wide range of 
responsibilities is a common challenge for 
marketing teams and individual marketers. To 
alleviate the burden and boost the efficiency 
of your marketing efforts, consider using the 
following plugins, which can be valuable assets 
in streamlining your tasks and achieving better 
results.

SEO plugins
Search Engine Optimization (SEO) is necessary 
for growing your online audience, and while 
WordPress offers some built-in SEO features, 
leveraging dedicated SEO plugins can further 
enhance your search engine rankings and 
propel you to even greater heights. Here 
are a few of the best WordPress plugins for 
improving SEO. 

 

All in One SEO

With more than three million active installations, 
All in One SEO is one of the most popular and 
widely used plugins for WordPress SEO. While 
this plugin offers powerful SEO functionality 
out of the box, there are also advanced 
options (including an API) for developers. All 
in One SEO supports many integrations and 
its features are optimized for Google and 
other popular search engine algorithms. One 
of the most useful features of All in One SEO 
is its “Pages’’ view, which allows you to make 
bulk changes to the SEO title, description, and 
keywords of your content.

Marketing plugins 

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/all-in-one-seo-pack/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/all-in-one-seo-pack/
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RankMath

Known as “the Swiss Army Knife of WordPress 
SEO,” RankMath SEO offers users access to a 
wide slate of tools and functionality. It’s also 
the first WordPress SEO Plugin to use Artificial 
Intelligence (AI). With Rank Math, you can use 
AI to generate SEO-optimized content and the 
plugin provides a ton of keyword suggestions 
and recommendations that will level the SEO 
playing field in your favor. 

Safe Redirect Manager

Safe Redirect Manager may not be exclusively 
designed for SEO, but SEO professionals 
find it a powerful tool for efficiently and 
securely managing site redirects. Unlike other 
redirect plugins, which may store redirects 
in the options table or custom tables, Safe 
Redirect Manager uses Custom Post Types to 
store redirects, ensuring data portability and 
enhancing website scalability. It is purposefully 
crafted to handle high volumes of enterprise-
level traffic, making it the preferred choice for 
numerous prominent publishing websites.

WordLift - AI Powered SEO

WordLift is a highly-popular SEO plugin 
that seamlessly integrates with your current 
website, analyzing your content to identify 
entities such as locations and individuals. 
By doing so, it constructs a representation 
of your content that search engines love. 
Without requiring technical expertise, WordLift 
generates code, known as Structured Data or 
Schema markup, which effectively reinforces 
your page’s content in a way that search 
engines can comprehend with clarity.

Yoast SEO

With over 5 million active installations, Yoast 
SEO is a widely used WordPress plugin, and it’s 
not limited to just SEO. The plugin’s extensive 
settings for individual pages and posts aid in 
enhancing SEO, boosting reader engagement, 
and attracting more social media visitors. Yoast 
SEO focuses on keyword optimization and 
content analysis, suggesting improvements to 
bolster search engine rankings. Additionally, 
Yoast provides a readability check, easy 
canonical URL enablement, 24/7 support, 
and more.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/seo-by-rank-math/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/seo-by-rank-math/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/safe-redirect-manager/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/safe-redirect-manager/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordlift/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordlift/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordpress-seo/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordpress-seo/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordpress-seo/
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Sitemap plugins
A sitemap is a comprehensive directory of your 
website’s various pages, effectively organizing 
its content structure and hierarchy. Creating 
a well-structured sitemap for your WordPress 
site facilitates smoother navigation for web 
crawlers. Consequently, search engines better 
understand the various types of content you 
offer, leading to improved search engine 
rankings. In addition to SEO plugins that 
include sitemap functionality, there are several 
sitemap-specific plugins you may want to 
consider for your site.

Jetpack

Jetpack is a multi-functional plugin offering a 
wide array of features for enhancing security, 
performance, and site management. This 
includes the ability to generate sitemaps. Once 
you install Jetpack, it takes care of creating 
a sitemap for your website, along with a 
specialized sitemap designed specifically for 
Google News. However, if you prefer to use a 
different sitemap plugin, you can still benefit 
from Jetpack’s other features and simply 
disable its built-in sitemap capabilities.

WP Sitemap Page

The WP Sitemap Page WordPress plugin offers 
a straightforward solution for adding a sitemap 
to your website. Using the [wp_sitemap_page] 
shortcode, you can generate a user-friendly 
sitemap containing all pages and posts on 
a single web page. Although not meant for 
search engine bots, it assists human visitors in 
navigating and finding desired pages or posts, 
while providing a clear and organized overview 
of your website’s structure to improve SEO.

XML Sitemap Generator for Google

XML Sitemap Generator for Google is a 
highly popular plugin with over a million 
active installations. It enables the effortless 
generation of XML sitemaps, specifically 
designed for major search engines like Google, 
Bing, Yahoo, and Ask.com. The plugin’s user-
friendly setup and implementation ensure 
optimal site performance while enhancing 
search engine visibility and indexing your 
website’s content effectively for a broader 
online audience.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/jetpack/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/jetpack/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-sitemap-page/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-sitemap-page/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/google-sitemap-generator/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/google-sitemap-generator/
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Lead gen plugins
Lead generation is crucial to the survival 
of any business. A steady stream of high-
quality leads facilitates your ability to explore 
new opportunities and make meaningful 
connections with potential customers, and 
without it, your new revenue opportunities will 
dry up quickly. Incorporating a dependable and 
efficient lead generation plugin on your website 
is a great way to foster continued growth, and 
these plugins will play a vital role in discovering 
new clients and elevating your engagement 
with that audience.

HubSpot

HubSpot’s free WordPress plugin offers 
visibility into customer interactions across your 
entire organization, aligning your marketing, 
sales, and customer service efforts to create 
more effective customer support. It includes 
features like lead tracking and scoring, pipeline 
management, email marketing integration, 
and lead capture form creation, all of which 
will help boost your lead generation efforts. If 
you’re looking for a comprehensive customer 
relationship management (CRM) tool, HubSpot 
is a great choice.

OptinMonster

With OptinMonster, you can boost your 
email list and attract more subscribers using 
popups and other opt-in forms. While the tool 
is available for free, a paid subscription will 
unlock even more functionality you can use 
to drive your lead generation efforts. Convert 
hesitant website visitors into loyal subscribers 
and customers with features like an intuitive 
form builder, exit-intent popup technology, 
page-level targeting, and behavior automation, 
which work together to produce remarkable 
conversion rates for users.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/leadin/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/leadin/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/optinmonster/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/optinmonster/
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PushEngage

Push notifications are a powerful way to engage 
potential customers. They deliver personalized, 
real-time messages directly to users’ devices, 
encouraging opt-ins for special offers, 
newsletter sign-ups, and access to exclusive 
content or promotions. This lead nurture 
strategy keeps your brand top-of-mind and 
automates re-engagement with dormant leads. 
With PushEngage’s user-friendly dashboard, 
you can create opt-ins, launch campaigns, build 
a subscriber base, track revenue goals, and 
segment your audience more effectively.

MailOptin

MailOptin enhances your lead generation, 
customer acquisition, and email marketing 
through simple, effective automation. Rapidly 
expand your mailing list and display customized 
messages on your WordPress sites using its 
many features, which include popups, pre and 
post-opt-in forms, event-triggered newsletters, 
and sidebar/widget subscriber forms. 
MailOptin helps you make the most of your lead 
generation and email marketing strategies with 
very little effort.

Form plugins
Enhancing your WordPress site(s) with 
polished, professional contact and lead forms 
is an essential aspect of overall site design, not 
to mention successful lead capture and higher 
conversions. While building these forms from 
scratch can be challenging, fret not! There are 
more than a few top-notch form plugins for 
WordPress that make adding this functionality 
to your site(s) a piece of cake. To assist you in 
navigating the options, we’ve handpicked some 
of the best choices.

WPForms

WPForms is a user-friendly form-building plugin 
designed to create stunning contact, feedback, 
subscription, and payment forms—all within 
minutes and without the need to write any code. 
WP Forms is highly accessible to all users; while 
developers can enjoy the plugin’s extensibility 
and customization options, marketers see it as 
the easy, no-code-necessary solution for form 
building. With WPForms, you get the best of 
both worlds: an easy-to-use plugin that also 
has the flexibility to tailor forms to your specific 
needs.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/pushengage/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/pushengage/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/mailoptin/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/mailoptin/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wpforms-lite/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wpforms-lite/
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Contact Form 7

Contact Form 7 is a tried and true form plugin 
that allows users to create stunning contact 
forms with ease. With over 5 million active 
installations, it’s among the most popular 
WordPress form plugins, and it offers the 
flexibility to manage multiple contact forms 
according to your needs. Contact Form 7 
includes AJAX-powered submitting (allowing 
forms to be submitted without requiring a page 
refresh), as well as CAPTCHA, and Akismet 
filtering, ensuring seamless functionality and 
heightened security.

Formidable Forms

Formidable Forms is a versatile plugin that lets 
you create various forms like contact forms, 
surveys, quizzes, registration forms, payment 
forms,  email marketing forms, calculator forms, 
and more. With 100% mobile responsiveness, 
this plugin helps make your forms look great 
and work smoothly on all devices. With 
Formidable Forms, you have the flexibility to 
craft any form you can imagine, catering to all 
your form-building needs. 

Gravity Forms

Gravity Forms is another popular form plugin 
that allows you to construct tailor-made 
forms and workflows, fostering meaningful 
connections with your users and broadening 
your online presence. As a premium plugin, it 
offers wide flexibility allowing you to design a 
wide array of forms, including contact forms, 
quizzes, surveys, and beyond, seamlessly 
integrating them into your website. With Gravity 
Forms at your disposal, you can enhance user 
engagement and gather valuable insights 
without breaking a sweat.

Ninja Forms

Ninja Forms caters to both experienced 
developers and WordPress beginners with 
its user-friendly interface. The plugin makes 
building forms self-explanatory through 
its intuitive drag-and-drop platform, while 
the availability of built-in hooks, filters, and 
customizable fields allows for even more 
advanced customization. Users can easily 
modify and mark existing fields as favorites 
for future use and, upon form completion, they 
can be redirected to success messages or 
other desired destinations, making the form 
submission process seamless and effective.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/contact-form-7/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/contact-form-7/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/formidable/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/formidable/
https://www.gravityforms.com/
https://www.gravityforms.com/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/ninja-forms/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/ninja-forms/
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Social media plugins
The power of social media platforms lies 
in their ability to reach your audience and 
engage on a more personal level, making them 
an excellent avenue for sharing content and 
showcasing your brand through compelling 
visuals. To fully leverage the power of these 
channels, your social feeds should be easily 
accessible and the content you share on 
those channels should be fully optimized for 
your specific audience. The following plugin 
recommendations can give you a helping hand 
as you work toward social media success.

Feed Them Social

Feed Them Social by SlickRemix is a top-notch 
WordPress plugin for displaying versatile 
social feeds—including Facebook, Instagram, 
Twitter, and YouTube—on your site. The fully 
responsive feeds work seamlessly with any 
WordPress theme. The plugin allows you to add 
like buttons, follow buttons, and share buttons, 
as well as display your social feeds on any post, 
page, or sidebar on your site!

Revive Social

Revive Social is a WordPress plugin for 
boosting website traffic and engaging social 
media followers. It automatically shares posts 
and content from your WordPress site to 
various social networks including Facebook, 
Twitter, Google My Business, LinkedIn, and 
Tumblr. More than 40,000 WordPress site 
owners trust Revive Social as their go-to social 
media automation and scheduling plugin. Save 
time on your social media marketing efforts by 
automating your workflow with Revive Social.

Smash Balloon Social Photo Feed

Smash Balloon Social Photo Feed lets you 
display Instagram posts from multiple accounts 
whether you want them in the same feed or 
different ones. It offers complete customization 
options for layout, size, and spacing, and 
allows you to display feeds on various pages 
while upholding GDPR compliance. It saves 
time by automatically updating content from 
Instagram to the website, and the Pro version 
offers additional features like hashtag feeds, 
popup lightbox, post comments, carousels, 
and more—no confusing steps or Instagram 
Developer account required.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/feed-them-social/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/feed-them-social/
https://www.slickremix.com/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/tweet-old-post/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/tweet-old-post/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/instagram-feed/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/instagram-feed/
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Spotlight Social Feeds

Spotlight Social Feeds is a free plugin that 
provides everything you need to display 
Instagram feeds seamlessly on WordPress 
websites. It allows unlimited connections to 
Instagram accounts and feeds, supporting 
photos, videos, reels, and gallery posts. Users 
can customize designs, order posts, and 
add a popup lightbox to display larger media 
files. With 400,000+ downloads and 50,000+ 
active site installations worldwide, Spotlight 
is a popular choice among agencies and 
developers.

Social media Share Buttons & Social 
Sharing Icons

Social Media Share Buttons & Social Sharing 
Icons is a versatile free plugin for WordPress 
that adds share icons for various platforms, 
including RSS, Email, Facebook, Twitter, 
LinkedIn, Pinterest, Instagram, YouTube, and 
a simple “Share” option that can be used for 
200+ additional platforms. It offers 16 design 
options for icons, allows multiple actions per 
icon (e.g., redirecting to a page and offering a 
like option), and supports animations to draw 
audience attention. Users can choose floating 

or sticky icons, enable email subscriptions, 
show share counts, display pop-ups for follows/
shares, and customize other features to suit 
their preferences.

Comment plugins
Adding a comment section to your website or 
blog is a great way to engage with your audience. 
Choosing the right comment plugin can greatly 
enhance the user experience and encourage 
interaction. Note: if you already have Jetpack 
installed on your site for other purposes (such as 
those detailed in our SEO section above), it’s also 
widely used for comments, eliminating the need 
for an additional plugin. However, here are a few 
more highly recommended comment plugins that 
will seamlessly add this functionality to your site.

Akismet Anti-Spam

Experience superior spam protection with 
Akismet. This WordPress anti-spam plugin 
blocks malicious content in comments and 
contact forms. Utilizing a global spam database, 
it analyzes and filters comments, saving your 
site from harmful content. Check caught 
spam in the “Comments’ ‘ admin screen, 
track comment history, expose hidden links, 
and enjoy a discard feature for severe spam. 
Akismet is among the most popular WordPress 

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/spotlight-social-photo-feeds/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/spotlight-social-photo-feeds/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/ultimate-social-media-icons/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/ultimate-social-media-icons/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/ultimate-social-media-icons/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/ultimate-social-media-icons/
https://jetpack.com/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/akismet/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/akismet/
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plugins for a reason, and it’s a great way to 
efficiently manage comments while maintaining 
a secure and fast site.

Comments - wpDiscuz

Easily extend WordPress’ comment system 
with Comments - wpDiscuz. This plugin offers 
an AJAX real-time comment system, enabling 
interactive comment boxes for your posts and 
pages. It also features a clean interface with 
responsive comments and integrates well with 
user profile plugins like BuddyPress and anti-
spam plugins like Akismet. Additionally, you 
can link social network login plugins with this 
comment plugin.

Disable Comments

While comments can be a great way to boost 
engagement, people don’t always have the 
nicest things to say. Other times, specific posts 
can get bombarded with spam comments 
and you may want to disallow commenting 
altogether. Disable Comments is a helpful 
plugin for restricting comments on specific 
pages of your site. It prevents unwanted 

comments, sparing you the need to regulate 
them daily. With this plugin in place, you won’t 
have to worry about managing comments at all!

Comment Edit Core

While not as well known as Jetpack and 
wpDiscuz, Comment Edit Core is a popular 
WordPress plugin for enabling comment 
functionality on articles and other parts of your 
site. The plugin lets users edit their comments 
within a specific time frame, saving them 
from headaches caused by typos and errors. 
Offering a user-friendly touch, Comment Edit 
Core allows your audience to conveniently 
comment on your content while you focus on 
other site management tasks.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wpdiscuz/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wpdiscuz/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/buddypress/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/akismet/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/disable-comments/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/disable-comments/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/simple-comment-editing/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/simple-comment-editing/
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Contest plugins
Whether your business is large or small, running a 
compelling and enticing contest or giveaway can 
have a profound marketing impact, drawing in a 
more engaged audience to your website. Contests 
often lead to social sharing by persuading visitors 
to participate, generating even more traffic for 
your site. The following contest and giveaway 
plugins streamline the process of setting rules, 
establishing time limits, promoting your contests, 
and selecting winners. Create a buzz around your 
business or brand—use these content plugins to 
enhance your online presence and attract new 
customers.

Contests by Rewards Fuel

Contests by Rewards Fuel is a great plugin to 
help your contests go viral. Administrators can 
set up specific guidelines requiring users to 
complete social media tasks to win, such as 
sharing on Facebook or creating an Instagram 
hashtag. Currently, there are 35 contest entry 
methods, including video voting. newsletter 
entry, Instagram follow, and more.

GamiPress

Transforming your WordPress website into 
a gamified experience is a breeze with 
GamiPress. In just minutes, you can reward 
users with digital prizes for interacting with your 
site. Define achievements, set requirements, 
and select assessment options to determine 
successful completion, then delight users with 
well-deserved rewards. GamiPress offers a 
seamless way to engage your audience and 
elevate their interaction with your website.

Opinion Stage

Opinion Stage is a flexible platform for creating 
interactive content like polls, surveys, quizzes, 
forms, slideshows, and stories. Users can 
customize their items using diverse templates 
across various categories. Publishers, brands, 
agencies, educators, and eCommerce 
merchants use Opinion Stage to boost 
engagement, gather leads, drive sales, and gain 
valuable insights.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/contests-from-rewards-fuel/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/contests-from-rewards-fuel/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/gamipress/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/gamipress/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/social-polls-by-opinionstage/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/social-polls-by-opinionstage/
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Quiz and Survey Master

Quiz and Survey Master is an extremely user-
friendly WordPress Quiz Plugin, perfect for 
creating captivating content that drives traffic 
and boosts user engagement. From viral 
quizzes and trivia challenges to customer 
satisfaction and employee surveys, this plugin 
will be a powerful marketing tool for your 
website.merchants use Opinion Stage to boost 
engagement, gather leads, drive sales, and gain 
valuable insights.

RafflePress

RafflePress is the go-to solution for expanding 
your email list, website traffic, and social 
media followers through viral giveaways 
and contests. With captivating giveaways, 
this plugin captures visitors’ attention and 
encourages them to join by providing their 
email address, thus growing your email list. 
Moreover, RafflePress incentivizes participants 
to share the giveaways, earning more entries 
and increasing engagement, traffic, sales, and 
revenue for your website.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/quiz-master-next/ Master
https://wordpress.org/plugins/quiz-master-next/ Master
https://wordpress.org/plugins/rafflepress/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/rafflepress/
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In recent years, the prospects for online 
entrepreneurship have grown exponentially, 
and using your existing digital properties 
to generate revenue has become crucial to 
business growth strategies. However, these 
increased opportunities have also created a 
more competitive digital landscape, making 
the selection of technologies with the highest 
return on investment (ROI) more important than 
ever.  

From the flourishing eCommerce industry to 
the enduring popularity of affiliate marketing, 
these plugins offer much-needed assistance 
as you add revenue streams to your website(s) 
or optimize existing sites for improved 
conversions.

eCommerce plugins
An increasing number of businesses are 
embracing the vast opportunities of WordPress 
eCommerce, driven in part by robust plugins 
like WooCommerce, which empowers more 
than six million digital storefronts. Unlike 
proprietary eCommerce SaaS solutions, 
WordPress grants you ownership of all your 
content and data and grants you the ability 
to create a genuine website alongside the 
eCommerce store, so you can avoid the 

challenge of transforming an eCommerce store 
into a complete website. Here are some top 
WordPress plugins you can use to power your 
eCommerce store. 

Dokan Multivendor Marketplace

Dokan is a leading frontend multi-vendor 
marketplace plugin for WordPress powered 
by WooCommerce, and you can use it to 
create an eCommerce platform similar to 
Amazon, Shopify, eBay, or Magento in under 
30 minutes. The plugin offers various features, 
such as shipping management, social login, 
earning reports, frontend variable products, 
independent stores for vendors, product 
bulk edit, withdrawal system, and order 
management. Dokan streamlines the process of 
launching an eCommerce business and enables 
earning potential through commissions from 
digital, physical, and variable products.

Monetization plugins 

https://wpengine.com
https://woocommerce.com/
https://wpengine.com/solution-center/dokan-multivendor-marketplace/
https://wpengine.com/solution-center/dokan-multivendor-marketplace/
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Easy Digital Downloads

Easy Digital Downloads is a powerful 
ecommerce platform that lets you list unlimited 
assets with no hidden listing fees, providing a 
seamless experience for selling digital products 
like software, documents, photography, 
music, and more. It offers a simple shopping 
cart, flexible payment methods, customizable 
checkout, customer management, eCommerce 
reports, secure file protection, and discount 
code functionality. The plugin is available in 
multiple languages, making it suitable for a 
global audience, and accepts various payment 
methods, including credit cards, PayPal, Apple 
Pay, and Google Pay.

Lemon Squeezy

Lemon Squeezy simplifies digital commerce 
for creators. With an all-in-one, no-code 
platform, this plugin makes it easy to sell 
digital downloads, subscriptions, and software 
licenses. Manage products, customers, taxes, 
discounts, and email lists—all in one place. 
Lemon Squeezy is fast, secure, and well-
designed, helping you make money with your 
digital products without the hassle.

WooCommerce

WooCommerce, the world’s leading open-
source eCommerce solution, offers a 
free, flexible platform backed by a global 
community. The WooCommerce WordPress 
plugin seamlessly blends content and 
commerce, enabling beautiful storefronts, 
optimized shopping carts, several payment 
options, automated sales tax calculations, and 
customizable product pages. Showcase both 
physical and digital goods, sell subscriptions, 
and scale effortlessly while efficiently 
managing business operations using the 
plugin’s built-in tools and integrations. 

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/easy-digital-downloads/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/easy-digital-downloads/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/lemon-squeezy/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/lemon-squeezy/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/woocommerce/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/woocommerce/
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WP Simple Pay

WP Simple Pay is one of the top Stripe 
payment plugins for WordPress, allowing you 
to accept credit card, Apple Pay, iDEAL, and 
other payments easily. The plugin seamlessly 
connects Stripe with WordPress, and with 
Stripe Checkout’s optimized payment flow, it 
ensures high conversion rates while supporting 
global customers, various payment types, and 
multiple languages and currencies. The plugin 
is PCI compliant and SCA-ready for secure 
payments and includes additional features 
like fraud protection, spam prevention, and 
integration with AffiliateWP and page builders 
like Elementor and Divi.

Affiliate plugins
Affiliate plugins offer an excellent opportunity 
to monetize your WordPress site, whether it’s 
already popular or still building an audience. By 
adding affiliate links to your pages and posts, 
you can cash in on your hard work and drive 
sales. These affiliate plugins are the key to 
boosting your site’s revenue potential through 
effective affiliate marketing strategies.

AdRotate

AdRotate provides a user-friendly dashboard 
to manage all your ads and affiliate campaigns 
effortlessly. The plugin’s ease of setup and 
powerful features cater to both beginners and 
experienced users. Scheduling ads is a valuable 
option, especially when certain ads perform 
better at specific times. You can customize how 
ads rotate, displaying one at a time or rotating 
at predefined intervals, such as every few 
seconds. With AdRotate, you have complete 
control over your advertising and can maximize 
the effectiveness of your campaigns.

Affiliates Manager

If your aim is to boost sales for your store 
or site, Affiliates Manager could be the right 
solution for you. This plugin aids in tracking 
referrals and affiliates to ensure accurate 
commission payouts. With real-time traffic and 
sales reporting, you can easily monitor earnings 
and payouts. The best part? You can sign up an 
unlimited number of affiliates, giving you the 
flexibility to expand your affiliate program as 
much as you desire.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/stripe/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/stripe/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/adrotate/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/stripe/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/adrotate/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/affiliates-manager/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/affiliates-manager/
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AffiliateWP

Are you ready to boost your website sales? 
Affiliate marketing is a simple yet highly 
effective strategy to spread the word about 
your business, even if you’re new to marketing. 
With AffiliateWP, a premium full-featured 
affiliate marketing plugin for WordPress, you 
can effortlessly set up your affiliate program 
within minutes. Start recruiting affiliates to 
promote your WP Engine-hosted website and 
watch your business grow.

Easy Affiliate

Easy Affiliate is an incredible plugin from the 
same parent company that brings you Pretty 
Links and MemberPress. These platforms 
complement each other seamlessly, allowing 
you to create a comprehensive affiliate 
program. With Easy Affiliate, you can utilize 
shortened and easy-to-remember affiliate 
links along with effective referral programs to 
enhance your affiliate marketing efforts. 

Easy Affiliate Links

Easy Affiliate Links is a great option for 
managing all your affiliate links. Create short, 
cloaked links that blend seamlessly with your 
content. Generate links effortlessly using the 
visual or HTML editor. The plugin also offers 
useful add-ons like analytics and geo-specific 
links to support regional sales. With Easy 
Affiliate Links, you can easily enhance your 
affiliate marketing strategy and optimize link 
management.

Pretty Links

Pretty Links is a versatile plugin that lets 
you shrink, beautify, track, manage, and 
share URLs directly from your site. With this 
plugin, implementing URL shortening within 
WordPress becomes a breeze. Create short 
URLs for social and marketing campaigns or 
use Pretty Links to make external affiliate links 
look more attractive. Start simplifying your 
link management and enhance your site’s 
appearance today!

https://wpengine.com
https://affiliatewp.com/
https://affiliatewp.com/
https://easyaffiliate.com/
https://easyaffiliate.com/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/easy-affiliate-links/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/easy-affiliate-links/
https://wpengine.com/solution-center/pretty-link/
https://wpengine.com/solution-center/pretty-link/
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Fundraising plugins
Selecting the perfect fundraising plugin for 
your WordPress site can rally your users 
around a meaningful cause. With the right 
plugin, you can seamlessly implement 
fundraising functionality and empower your 
audience to contribute to worthy endeavors. 
Here are some of the top plugins available that 
can help you make a significant impact through 
fundraising on your website.

Charitable

Charitable is a WordPress fundraising plugin 
that provides a comprehensive fundraising 
toolkit, giving you full control over your efforts. 
Offer PayPal and offline payment options, or 
tailor your crowdfunding with premium add-ons 
like Stripe or PayFast. Empower users to rally 
behind your cause and make a difference.

GiveWP

GiveWP is the top-rated, widely downloaded, 
and well-supported donation plugin for 
WordPress. Whether you require a simple 
donate button or a robust donation platform 
for online giving, GiveWP offers customizable 
donation forms for accepting gifts for charity or 

other purposes. This popular plugin also grants 
access to donor data and fundraising reports, 
donor management, and seamless integrations 
with various third-party gateways and services.

Woo Donations

The Woo Donations plugin for WooCommerce 
allows users to specify donation amounts, 
displayed as products on the cart and 
checkout pages. Donations can be adjusted 
during checkout and donation buttons, texts, 
and display locations can all be customized. 
Features include non-shipping, non-taxable 
products, support for WordPress Multisite, 
multiple donation forms, shortcodes, and 
Gutenberg blocks, among many others.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/charitable/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/charitable/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/give/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/charitable/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/give/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/woo-donations/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/woo-donations/
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In the realm of WordPress development and 
developers, the plugin ecosystem provides a 
wealth of relevant features and functionality. 
Whether you need help handling site migrations 
or finessing your site optimizations, developers 
of all skill levels have a diverse range of plugins 
at their disposal. Check out the following 
plugins to decide which ones are right for your 
sites.

Migration plugins
Using a site migration plugin makes the process 
of moving your website to a new host or 
domain seamless and efficient. These plugins 
simplify the migration process by automatically 
transferring all your site’s data, including files, 
database, and settings, reducing the risk of 
human error and saving you valuable time and 
effort. 

WP Cloner

WP Cloner is a user-friendly WordPress plugin 
that allows easy site cloning on multisite 
networks. It duplicates existing sites and 
automatically replaces URLs and background 
settings, ensuring the new site works as if you 
had manually set it up yourself. Ideal for any 
multisite setup, it copies widgets, menus, posts, 
taxonomies, and more, working seamlessly in 
subdomain or subdirectory mode. The plugin 
offers plenty of features in the free version, and 
the pro version unlocks additional functionality 
like remote cloning power and the ability to use 
the plugin for standard single sites as well as 
multisites.

Development plugins 

https://wpengine.com
https://neversettle.it/buy/wordpress-plugins/ns-cloner/
https://neversettle.it/buy/wordpress-plugins/ns-cloner/
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WP Migrate

WP Migrate is a complete migration solution 
for WordPress, offering an intuitive find and 
replace, database exports, and configurable, 
customizable full-site exports that can include 
everything you need to replace the site in a 
new environment. WP Migrate even includes 
integration with Local, the #1 local WordPress 
development tool. Just drag and drop a full-site 
export into Local, and you’re up and running 
in minutes. WP Migrate Pro adds even more 
features, including multisite tools and push/pull 
migrations.

With WP Migrate Pro on two or more WordPress 
sites, you can simply push/pull the database, 
media, themes, and plugins between those 
sites. This is the feature that’s made WP 
Migrate the most trusted workflow tool for 
thousands of WordPress developers.

WP pusher

WP Pusher streamlines the installation of 
WordPress plugins and themes from GitHub 
and Bitbucket. It automatically deploys changes 
from your Git repository to your WordPress 
site. Used by agencies and freelancers, it 
eliminates the need for FTP clients. Connect 
with GitHub or Bitbucket effortlessly and enjoy 
hassle-free plugin and theme installations. For 
open source projects, WP Pusher is free, but 
private repositories require a license starting 
at $39/year for one site. With minimal setup, 
it leverages existing WordPress functionality 
for secure and seamless operation on any 
WordPress site.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-migrate-db/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-migrate-db/
https://localwp.com/
https://deliciousbrains.com/wp-migrate-db-pro/pricing/
https://wppusher.com/
https://wppusher.com/
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Headless plugins
Headless is a type of web architecture that 
decouples the front-end and back-end of a 
website, offering enhanced flexibility, security, 
and performance. As headless continues to 
gain adoption across different use cases, 
headless WordPress plugins play an invaluable 
role in allowing WordPress developers to 
gradually embrace this architecture at their 
preferred pace. The following plugins will 
empower you to delve into the world of 
headless WordPress, adapt your existing site 
architecture, and explore new possibilities—
without making major changes to your site. 
As you embark on your headless journey, the 
plugins below can provide you with a roadmap.

Faust.js

Named for Johann Gutenberg’s partner, Johann 
Faust, Faust.js is a Next-based framework 
built specifically for WordPress. The Faust.
js plugin facilitates interaction between your 
decoupled front-end and your WordPress 
environment through GraphQL mutations and 
REST API endpoints, bridging Faust.js-powered 
applications and WordPress backends. 
Additionally, the plugin enhances headless 
sites, offering capabilities like concealing admin 
pages, redirecting public route requests to the 
front-end, and rewriting WordPress URLs to 
front-end URLs in queried content. If you’re 
getting started with headless WordPress, Faust 
is a must-have plugin for your stack. 

Headless Mode

Headless Mode is a straightforward WordPress 
plugin designed for headless development. 
The plugin sets up a redirect for all users trying 
to access your headless site, and the only 
requests that are granted admission are either 
those trying to access the REST API, the WP 
GraphQL API, or any logged-in user trying to 
access the headless install to edit or create 
content. 

WPGraphQL

WPGraphQL is an open-source WordPress 
plugin that offers an extendable GraphQL 
schema and API. The plugin enables WordPress 
sites to separate content management from the 
presentation layer (a key element of headless 
architecture), empowering both content 
creators and developers with the tools they 
prefer to use. With GraphQL, clients request 
specific data efficiently, and queries can fetch 
multiple resources in one request. WPGraphQL 
includes GraphQL for schema browsing and 
query testing. 

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/faustwp/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/faustwp/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/headless-mode/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/headless-mode/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-graphql/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-graphql/
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WPGraphQL for Advanced Custom Fields

WPGraphQL for ACF is a FREE, open source 
WordPress plugin that exposes ACF Field 
Groups and Fields to the WPGraphQL Schema, 
enabling powerful decoupled solutions with 
modern frontends.Using the plugin, you can 
create ACF Field Groups and Fields using the 
ACF UI, register them with PHP, or leverage 
ACF local JSON, and configure each to “Show 
in GraphQL.” Once set up, these fields become 
available in the GraphQL Schema for querying. 
The plugin supports most built-in ACF field 
types (free & PRO) and extends compatibility 
to most field types from ACF Extended (free & 
PRO).

Site optimization 
plugins
The speed and performance of your website 
are crucial for increasing traffic and revenue. 
Even fractions of a second can impact the 
online experience significantly. Currently, 40% 
of consumers will wait no more than three 
seconds for a page to load before leaving a 
site. To enhance your site’s speed and page 
load times, consider the plugins listed below. 
They can help optimize your website for better 
performance and user experience.

Autoptimize

Autoptimize streamlines site optimization by 
aggregating, minifying, and caching scripts 
and styles. It handles CSS injection, including 
inline critical CSS and deferred full CSS. The 
plugin also optimizes and lazy-loads images, 
supports WebP and AVIF formats, enhances 
Google Fonts, efficiently manages async non-
aggregated JavaScript, and minimizes HTML. 
With its extensive API, you can customize 
Autoptimize to meet your site’s specific needs, 
resulting in improved performance, even on 
HTTP/2.

NitroPack

NitroPack is a leading all-in-one speed 
optimization plugin that empowers global 
websites to rank higher, enhance conversions, 
and fuel business growth. With advanced 
caching, image and code optimization, global 
CDN, and more, NitroPack operates in the cloud 
for peak efficiency. Elevate your WordPress 
site’s speed, achieve a 90+ PageSpeed Insights 
score, and ace Core Web Vitals.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wpgraphql-acf/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wpgraphql-acf/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/autoptimize/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/autoptimize/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/nitropack/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/nitropack/
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PHP Compatibility Checker

To enhance your site’s page speed, consider 
upgrading to the latest version of PHP—the 
widely used web development language that’s 
foundational to WordPress. Utilize the PHP 
Compatibility Checker to identify theme(s) 
and plugins that are compatible with your PHP 
version and those with conflicting code. Ensure 
a smooth transition by checking compatibility 
and enjoy the benefits of an optimized site with 
the latest PHP version.

WP Fastest Cache

WP Fastest Cache is, true to its name, an 
insanely fast WordPress cache plugin that 
can boost PageSpeed Insights scores and 
significantly accelerate your WordPress sites. 
With its easy setup and usage, WP Fastest 
Cache ensures lightning-fast performance with 
desktop, mobile, and widget cache, available as 
part of the plugin’s wide feature set. 

WP-Optimize

WP-Optimize is a powerful site optimization 
plugin designed to clean up your WordPress 
database for improved efficiency. It 
defragments MySQL tables and eliminates 
unnecessary data like pingbacks, trashed 
comments, expired transient options, and post 
revisions. With WP-Optimize, you have greater 
control over the areas to optimize, and you can 
schedule automatic cleanups for your site’s 
database, keeping it running smoothly over 
time.

WP Rocket

WP Rocket is a top-tier premium cache 
plugin for WordPress, renowned for its 
powerful caching capabilities. It caters to both 
experienced users and beginners with its wide 
range of options and automatic optimization 
features. Launching this rocket doesn’t require 
technical expertise.

With WP Rocket, your website loads at lightning 
speed, boosting SEO rankings and conversions. 
We’ve made it the most user-friendly caching 
plugin, ensuring an effortless setup for 
everyone.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/php-compatibility-checker/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/php-compatibility-checker/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/php-compatibility-checker/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-fastest-cache/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-optimize/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-optimize/
https://wpengine.com/solution-center/wp-rocket/
https://wpengine.com/solution-center/wp-rocket/
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WP Super Cache

WP Super Cache is a popular caching plugin 
that converts dynamic WordPress blog content 
into static HTML files. These lightweight files 
are served by your web server instead of 
resource-intensive PHP scripts, significantly 
boosting speed. Using the plugin, around 99% 
of visitors access cached files, either served 
repeatedly or customized based on their 
activity. WP Super Cache offers three caching 
methods ranked by speed: Expert, which uses 
Apache mod_rewrite for high performance, 
Simple, which uses PHP for ease with a slight 
speed trade-off, and WP-Cache, which is 
flexible and slower, designed for known users 
and dynamic content.

Image optimization 
plugins
In addition to cache and database clean-up, 
optimizing images on your site can lead to 
significant performance improvements, such 
as faster page load times. These plugins 
specialize in image compression, lazy loading, 
and more, ensuring faster pages without 
compromising image quality. Utilizing these 
tools can enhance your website’s speed and 
user experience, making it more appealing to 
visitors and search engines alike.

Cloudinary

Cloudinary’s media experience platform 
employs AI and automation to optimize your 
site’s visual workflow. This plugin allows you 
to perform tasks such as upload, on-the-fly 
manipulation, optimization, and fast delivery 
across multiple Content Delivery Networks 
within your WordPress environment. Benefit 
from automatic delivery of optimal image 
and video formats and quality through AI, 
apply various image and video manipulations 
and effects, display assets via an interactive 
media gallery, and ensure an optimized media 
experience on all devices with any resolution or 
pixel density.

Ewww Image Optimizer

EWWW Image Optimizer enhances your 
page speed with flexible image optimization 
features. It saves storage space and conserves 
bandwidth, lightening the load on your website. 
The plugin automatically compresses new 
images and offers the option to compress 
existing ones. It can also scale images and 
use lazy loading for off-screen content, while 
supporting next-gen formats like WebP for 
significant speed gains.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-super-cache/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-super-cache/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/cloudinary-image-management-and-manipulation-in-the-cloud-cdn/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/cloudinary-image-management-and-manipulation-in-the-cloud-cdn/
https://wpengine.com/solution-center/ewww/
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Smush

Improve your Google Page Speed with Smush, 
the powerful and 100% free WordPress image 
smusher from WPMU DEV! Optimize images, 
enable lazy load, resize, and compress 
effortlessly with this incredible plugin. It’s 
a must-have for photo-heavy websites and 
boasts over 1 million active installations, 
making it a highly popular option for image 
optimization.

WP Offload Media

WP Offload Media stores your media files and 
other assets in the cloud, serving them from a 
Content Delivery Network (CDN). This speeds 
up your site by reducing server requests and 
loading media assets faster. Add any media 
files through the WordPress media uploader, 
and they’re automatically copied to Amazon 
S3, DigitalOcean Spaces, or Google Cloud 
Storage. WP Offload Media replaces the URL to 
each file with their respective URL on the CDN. 
While WP Offload Media does not optimize 
any images, it integrates very well with EWWW 
Image Optimizer.

Debugging plugins
In addition to cache and database clean-up, 
optimizing images on your site can lead to 
significant performance improvements, such as 
faster page load times. These plugins specialize 
in image compression, lazy loading, and more, 
ensuring faster pages without compromising 
image quality. Utilizing these tools can enhance 
your website’s speed and user experience, 
making it more appealing to visitors and search 
engines alike.

Debug Bar

Debug Bar is a popular debugging tool for 
WordPress sites, conveniently accessed 
through the WP Admin menu. This plugin grants 
quick access to query, cache, and various other 
forms of debugging information. With Debug 
Bar displayed in the top admin bar of your site, 
you can instantly access debug details on 
both the front and backend, ensuring efficient 
troubleshooting and analysis.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-smushit/
https://wpengine.com/solution-center/ewww/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-smushit/
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https://wordpress.org/plugins/debug-bar/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/debug-bar/
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Debug This

Debug This is a standalone plugin created, 
managed, and operated by the dedicated 
team at MachoThemes. Designed for admins, 
developers, and support staff, Debug This 
provides a wealth of information about your 
WordPress installation, accessible conveniently 
from the front-end admin bar.

Query Monitor

Query Monitor is a robust debugging plugin, 
offering advanced features not commonly 
found in other debugging tools. Unlike 
overwhelming you with excessive information, 
Query Monitor prioritizes providing useful 
insights. With this plugin, you can narrow down 
output by plugin or theme, identify components 
responsible for queries or actions, and highlight 
problematic areas like slow queries, suboptimal 
configuration, and PHP errors.

WP Debugging

WP Debugging is a WordPress plugin that 
automatically sets the necessary debug 
constants in wp-config.php when activated 
and removes them when deactivated. This 
process ensures that any errors trigger a PHP 
Exception, allowing for efficient debugging. The 
plugin adheres to the standard Debugging in 
WordPress guidelines for seamless integration 
and effective error tracking.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/debug-this/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/debug-this/
https://www.machothemes.com/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/query-monitor/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/query-monitor/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-debugging/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-debugging/


© WP Engine, Inc. / 32

Metorik

For WooCommerce and Shopify customers, 
Metorik enables powerful custom reporting, 
blazing-fast chart creation, real-time updates, 
and one-click forecasts, all while reducing load 
times on your site’s admin dashboard. After 
signing up for your Metorik account, you can 
segment data effortlessly and send automated 
emails to customers based on specific rules. 
The plugin also includes cost and profit reports, 
cart tracking, customer service integrations, 
and Google Analytics integration—and with 
team support, unlimited members can access 
important data with customizable roles and 
permission levels.

MonsterInsights

MonsterInsights, the leading Google Analytics 
plugin for WordPress, has more than 3 million 
active installs. The plugin empowers users to 
understand their site data, providing valuable 

analytics and stats thanks to easy activation of 
advanced Google Analytics tracking features 
without the need for a developer. Through its 
built-in analytics dashboard and specialized 
report types, it enables users to make informed 
decisions and optimize their websites more 
effectively. Trusted by major companies such 
as Microsoft, Bloomberg, FedEx, and more, 
MonsterInsights aims to make Google Analytics 
accessible and beneficial to all, flattening 
the traditionally steep learning curve often 
associated with it.

Site Kit

Site Kit, the official Google plugin for 
WordPress, provides valuable insights 
on site performance. It provides easy-to-
understand stats directly on the WordPress 
dashboard, and with support for multiple 
Google tools—like Search Console, Analytics, 
AdSense, PageSpeed Insights, Tag Manager, 
and Optimize—it enables users to efficiently 
manage and analyze their website’s success. 
The plugin ensures quick setup without the 
need to edit source code, and all these features 
are available for free, making Site Kit the 
ultimate one-stop solution for WordPress users!

Analytics plugins
Tracking performance metrics and key performance indicators (KPIs) is essential if you want to ensure 
the continued well-being of your website and your customer relationships. Instead of using separate 
analytics tools, these plugins seamlessly integrate with your WordPress site, offering valuable insights 
into its performance and overall health.
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AI Engine

AI Engine is an increasingly popular WordPress 
plugin that provides users with a dynamic 
AI toolkit. Craft chatbots like ChatGPT, 
generate captivating content and images, 
and leverage the plugin’s “AI Copilot” for 
efficient writing. Additionally, AI Engine’s “AI 
Playground” offers access to a range of AI 
tools, including translation, correction, SEO, 
suggestions, WooCommerce product fields, 
and more. If you’re looking for ways to elevate 
your WordPress experience with AI-driven 
capabilities, AI Engine can help. 

Bertha AI

The Bertha AI WordPress plugin serves as your 
dedicated AI content generator, seamlessly 
integrated into WordPress. Unlock AI-generated 

content creation and image generation for 
your website, courtesy of cutting-edge GPT-3 
technology from OpenAI. Bertha AI joins the 
ranks of industry leaders like Jasper, COPY 
AI, and Word Ai, but boasts WordPress-native 
functionality, adding a layer of convenience 
and accessibility to your content generation 
process. Transform your WordPress site with 
Bertha AI’s unique capabilities, ensuring a 
steady stream of engaging, original content and 
visuals.

Code WP

If you’re looking for an AI-driven way to 
elevate your WordPress developer experience, 
CodeWP may be a good choice. This premium 
plugin is effectively an AI code generator that 
specializes in WordPress, allowing you to craft 
PHP, JS, WooCommerce, and plugin code 
effortlessly. Using the plugin, you can simply 
prompt, test, and install, unlocking a new level 
of coding efficiency. CodeWP’s tailored AI 
expertise offers a great way to optimize your 
WordPress development journey.

AI plugins
While many of the plugins in this guide (AIOSEO, Rankmath, Akismet, and many others) harness 
artificial intelligence (AI) to provide enhanced functionality, the following plugins bring the power 
of generative AI to the center of your WordPress site. AI plugins can help you revolutionize content 
creation by automating articles, blog posts, and product descriptions by analyzing data, and you can 
use them to personalize your site based on user behavior. Additionally, you can use the AI plugins 
found below to optimize media elements on your site through AI-generated captions and alt text. 
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Elementor AI

For those looking for AI-powered tools that 
can help with website layout and design, look 
no further than Elementor AI. This plugin, 
powered by the team at Elementor, seamlessly 
integrates into Elementor 3.13+, and utilizes 
GPT-3 to enhance content generation, design, 
and functionality. The plugin allows you to craft 
original text effortlessly, maintain consistent 
branding, and expand your site’s reach with 
multilingual translation. Take your design even 
further and add unique elements using the 
plugin’s AI Code Assistant. 

Imajinn

The Imajinn plugin introduces AI image 
generation magic to WordPress. This plugin 
lets you craft optimized blog images using 
advanced AI, integrated into the WordPress 
block editor. The Imajinn Block extends AI 
image creation, akin to platforms like DALL·E 2, 
directly to your backend. Unleash creativity and 
craft captivating topic-specific images using 
this awesome AI-powered plugin.

Uncanny Automator

While many of the plugins above are focused 
on content generation, Uncanny Automator is 
an AI plugin that focuses on one of AI’s most 
promising benefits: automation. Using this 
plugin, you can automate your WordPress 
site without code. Create powerful, versatile 
automations in minutes, connecting plugins 
and sites seamlessly. Trigger actions based on 
user interactions, from product purchases to 
membership enrollment, course enrollment, and 
data integration with Google Sheets.
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WordPress plugins not only boost performance 
but also provide a plethora of options for 
adding captivating design elements to your 
site(s). Whether you need a full-fledged page 
builder or specific design element plugins, 
these recommendations are valuable additions 
to any web designer’s toolkit. With these 
tools at your disposal, you can elevate your 
site’s aesthetics and deliver an engaging user 
experience.

Page builder plugins
Using a site migration plugin makes the process 
of moving your website to a new host or 
domain seamless and efficient. These plugins 
simplify the migration process by automatically 
transferring all your site’s data, including files, 
database, and settings, reducing the risk of 
human error and saving you valuable time and 
effort. 

Beaver Builder

Beaver Builder is a renowned WordPress page 

builder plugin, offering a flexible and user-
friendly drag-and-drop interface. Using this 
plugin, website creation becomes a breeze, 
allowing you to construct stunning web pages 
in a matter of minutes. Trusted by over a million 
websites, Beaver Builder seamlessly integrates 
with your existing website and theme. Once 
installed, you’ll have access to an intuitive front-
end builder, where you can effortlessly design 
professional-looking pages by simply dragging 
and dropping various modules onto the canvas.

Brizy

Brizy is a fast and easy-to-use page builder 
plugin that offers access to powerful 
functionality, regardless of your design or 
coding skills. Emphasizing simplicity, Brizy 
makes it easy to find essential editing tools for 
each element of your site, and its intuitive drag 
& drop feature lets you effortlessly arrange 
content elements, columns, and rows. With 
an array of design elements like text, buttons, 
images, and icons, plus 500+ pre-made blocks 
crafted for conversions, Brizy is a great plugin 
for expediting web development—for teams of 
all sizes! 

Design plugins 
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Elementor

Elementor is a widely-used, intuitive frontend 
site building plugin for WordPress, boasting 
over three million active installations. With 
its simple drag-and-drop functionality, you 
can enjoy unlimited customization options 
and access to 90+ exceptional widgets. Take 
control over headers, footers, menus, blog 
posts, and other elements, and effortlessly 
create landing pages, popups, animations, 
and forms. Elementor’s clean design and 
user-friendly interface cater to individuals 
and businesses of all sizes, making coding 
knowledge unnecessary. 

Visual Composer

Visual Composer Website Builder is a live 
frontend drag-and-drop editor for WordPress, 
perfect for designing pages and managing 
content. Its user-friendly interface suits 
both beginners and pros, making it ideal for 
businesses, web developers, and agencies. The 
real strength lies in the Visual Composer Hub, 
a free cloud marketplace offering 300+ ready-
to-use elements, templates, and extensions. 
Regular updates ensure you can create any 
website complexity without coding.

Customization plugins
In the ever-evolving digital landscape, the 
power to mold your website according to your 
unique vision has become more accessible 
than ever. If you’re building with WordPress, 
you can leverage the following customization 
plugins as guiding lights in your creative 
journey, enabling you to create and edit 
custom fields and post types for anything you 
want! These indispensable tools will help you 
transcend the boundaries of default templates, 
fostering a digital space that reflects your 
individuality with precision and flair.  

Advanced Custom Fields (ACF)

ACF is the most-widely used plugin for custom 
fields and post types. This plugin, which is 
well-known to most every veteran WordPress 
developer, turns WordPress into a full content 
management system, giving you complete 
control of your WordPress edit screens, custom 
fields and post types, and much more. ACF lets 
you quickly and easily add new custom fields 
to WordPress with just a few clicks. Build your 
field groups from over 30 different custom 
fields, add them anywhere in WordPress, and 
load and display them in any theme template 
file. Custom post types and taxonomies are an 
essential part of building custom WordPress 
sites, and ACF lets you add them directly from 
the plugin’s UI, eliminating the need to use a 
separate plugin or code them manually. 
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Custom Field Suite

Custom Field Suite is a lightweight, 
straightforward custom fields plugin that allows 
you to add custom fields to your posts. With 
14 different field types, Custom Field Suite 
empowers you to customize your sites without 
a lot of bells and whistles. While the plugin is 
totally free, no official support is provided, and 
users looking for more advanced features are 
encouraged to try ACF. Using the plugin is easy: 
you simply create field groups, set placement 
rules, and display fields in templates using the 
get method.

Custom Post Type UI

Custom Post Type UI is a widely-used 
WordPress plugin that simplifies the process of 
managing custom post types and taxonomies. 
With its user-friendly interface, the plugin 
empowers users to easily register and control 
these elements on their websites. Additionally, 
the plugin offers an extended version, 
CPTUI Extended, which assists in effectively 
displaying customized content.

Slider plugins
When it comes to web design, a slider 
commonly refers to an image slideshow 
integrated into a web page. If you wish to 
incorporate a slider into your site, WordPress 
offers a variety of seamless solutions. 
The following slider plugins provide 
extensive customization options to suit 
your requirements, allowing you to swiftly 
add stunning sliders to your site(s). Explore 
our recommended plugins below to create 
captivating sliders and enhance your website’s 
visual appeal.

FooGallery

Although it’s not technically a “slider plugin,” 
FooGallery is a WordPress photo gallery 
plugin that effortlessly creates stunning media 
galleries. The free version offers six templates, 
appearance customization, and hover settings. 
FooGallery Pro enhances these features with 
additional templates, video support, paging, 
filtering, and more. The Pro version also 
allows you to load galleries from sources like 
Instagram, Media Tags, and Adobe Lightroom.
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Slider Revolution

Slider Revolution is more than a WordPress 
slider plugin; it’s a cutting-edge solution for 
modern web design. This feature-packed plugin 
transforms dull and static designs into visually 
captivating, responsive websites with just a 
few clicks. Elevate your web design game with 
Slider Revolution!

Smart Slider 3

Smart Slider 3 revolutionizes WordPress sliders, 
providing an unparalleled level of power and 
ease. Fully responsive, SEO optimized, and 
compatible with any WordPress theme, this 
plugin empowers you to craft stunning sliders 
and captivating stories without writing a single 
line of code. Unleash the potential of your 
website with Smart Slider 3!

Soliloquy

Soliloquy is an easy and powerful WordPress 
slider plugin that’s amassed over 900,000 
downloads and is trusted by website owners, 
marketers, and developers alike. Crafting 
responsive sliders is a breeze with Soliloquy, 
as this plugin is designed to seamlessly fit 
into your WordPress workflow and provide a 
streamlined solution to the problem of bloated 
and complicated sliders.
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Typography plugins
With WordPress, you have the freedom to 
customize everything from colors and layout 
options to fonts in your theme. You’re not 
limited to the default fonts provided by your 
theme. Explore numerous plugins that offer a 
wide array of typography choices to enhance 
your site’s appearance. Ensure you choose a 
font that is not only exciting but also easy to 
read. Check out these fantastic typography 
plugins that will add a touch of flair to your 
website.

Advanced Editor Tools

Advanced Editor Tools, previously known 
as TinyMCE Advanced, brings the “Classic 
Paragraph” block to the block editor 
(Gutenberg). If you prefer the familiarity of the 
TinyMCE editor or have plugins that are not yet 
compatible with the block editor, the Classic 
Paragraph block is the ideal solution. It allows 
you to continue using TinyMCE for most tasks 
while providing access to all the blocks and 
new features in the block editor. Enjoy the best 
of both worlds with this powerful plugin.

Custom Fonts

Custom Fonts improves website speed and 
performance by letting you upload custom 
fonts or choose from Google Fonts, all hosted 
directly on your server to reduce load times. 
This self-hosted approach ensures enhanced 
privacy and GDPR compliance by eliminating 
reliance on external font services. Seamlessly 
integrated with WordPresst Site Editor themes, 
Custom Fonts offers a user-friendly React 
JS interface for effortless customization and 
consistent typography.

Font Awesome

Font Awesome is a leading font and icon toolkit 
based on CSS and Less. The plugin offers a 
wide variety of Free or Pro icons, the option to 
choose between SVG or Web Font technology, 
and the ability to load icons from the Font 
Awesome CDN or Kits for efficiency. Ensure 
compatibility, resolve conflicts from multiple 
versions, and enhance your site with this 
powerful plugin.
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Fonts Plugin | Google Fonts 
Typography

The Google Fonts Typography plugin gives 
you access to over a thousand unique fonts 
from the Google Fonts library, allowing you 
to use them effortlessly on your WordPress 
website(s). The plugin offers you the flexibility 
to choose distinct fonts for headings and 
content, and with the live preview feature, 
you can test each font in real-time with your 
content. Once you discover the perfect 
combination, save your changes and make 
them publicly visible on your site. It’s an 
excellent tool for exploring and implementing 
attractive typography options with ease.

Use Any Font

Use Any Font offers the freedom to install 
custom fonts on your WordPress site(s) or 
choose from the plugin’s extensive collection 
of 23,871+ predefined fonts. Unlike other font 
embed services with limited font options or 
remote server storage, this plugin allows you 
to use any custom font format (ttf, otf, woff) 
without relying on other servers. Simply upload 
one format, and the plugin automatically 
converts it to all necessary formats, including 
woff2 for faster load times. 

Shortcode plugins
Enhance your site’s functionality with 
WordPress shortcode plugins. Shortcodes 
enable you to execute code on posts and pages 
without the need to write it directly. These 
handy pieces of code let you perform complex 
commands effortlessly. Explore the following 
recommended shortcode plugins to level up 
your WordPress experience.

Shortcoder

Shortcoder is a powerful plugin that lets you 
easily create custom shortcodes for HTML, 
JavaScript, CSS, and other code snippets. 
Insert [sc name=”my_shortcode”] in your posts 
or pages to use the shortcode and replace it 
with the corresponding HTML/Javascript/CSS. 
With multiple editors, custom and WordPress 
parameters, and the option to disable 
shortcodes when not needed. Compatible 
with Gutenberg,  Shortcoder is a versatile 
solution for enhancing your WordPress site’s 
functionality.
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Shortcodes Finder

Shortcodes Finder helps you manage and 
optimize your site’s shortcodes. The plugin 
allows you to find every shortcode by tag or 
content type across posts, pages, and custom 
content. You can search for unused shortcodes, 
disable active or orphan shortcodes, and test 
shortcodes before using them. It also supports 
searching shortcodes in all multisite network 
contents. Ideal for cleaning up unused code 
and ensuring your site runs efficiently.

Shortcodes Ultimate

Take your WordPress site to the next level 
with the popular shortcode plugin Shortcodes 
Ultimate! This plugin offers a wide range of 
shortcodes, including tabs, buttons, boxes, 
sliders, carousels, responsive videos, and much 
more. Elevate your site without the need for 
coding. For extra power, explore premium add-
ons that offer additional shortcodes, skins, a 
shortcode creator, and an add-ons bundle. Take 
your website to the next level with Shortcodes 
Ultimate!
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Adding video and compelling images to static 
content boosts engagement. Numerous plugins 
are available to add this functionality to your 
site(s). WordPress sites have increasingly 
utilized these elements, especially in courses 
and educational content. Explore various 
media integration plugins, and for courses or 
subscription-based content, consider Learning 
Management System (LMS) plugins.

Video plugins
While images supplement content effectively, 
videos are more dynamic and can engage 
viewers for longer periods of time. 
Nonetheless, the built-in media management 
capabilities that WordPress comes with might 
not format your videos as desired. To address 
this, there are a number of plugins that offer 
a solution. Here are some of the most popular 
video plugins that allow you to display your own 
videos or import them from other sources.

Easy Video Player

Easy Video Player is a user-friendly WordPress 
video plugin designed to effectively showcase 
your videos on your website. With this plugin, 
you have the flexibility to embed two types 
of videos: self-hosted videos stored on your 
website’s server and videos externally hosted 
by using direct links. This feature allows you to 
easily integrate and present your video content, 
making it accessible to your audience in a 
seamless way.

Media plugins 
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Embed Plus for YouTube

The Embed Plus for YouTube plugin (formerly 
YouTube Embed Plugin) provides a convenient 
method for uploading and watching videos 
online. It enables you to incorporate a complete 
YouTube playlist directly onto your website 
or create a video gallery. You have the option 
to enable automatic playback or let users 
scroll through the playlist. The plugin is highly 
customizable, prioritizing performance by 
supporting lazy loading with a facade, deferring 
JavaScript, and serving minified CSS and 
JavaScript.

Feeds for YouTube

The Feeds for YouTube plugin allows you to 
easily display customizable YouTube channel 
feeds on your website with a powerful and 
responsive gallery. Enjoy multiple layouts, 
fast loading times, and the option to include 
feeds from different YouTube channels on 
various pages or widgets. The plugin is fully 
customizable and supports internationalization 
for seamless translation. Additionally, you 
can add custom CSS or JavaScript to further 
personalize the feed.

Presto Player

Presto Player is a game-changer for website 
owners who want to grab more attention, 
foster brand loyalty, and boost profits through 
the power of video. Tailored exclusively for 
the Block Editor, Presto Player seamlessly 
integrates with all page builders and even 
offers dedicated modules for Elementor and 
Beaver Builder users. The plugin comes packed 
with impressive features, including support 
for HTML5, YouTube, and Vimeo videos, along 
with LMS Learner controls and numerous 
video presets. It’s a complete package that 
goes above and beyond to enhance your video 
experience.
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Audio plugins
Adding audio files and enabling an audio player 
on your WordPress site can be a bit challenging 
if you’re not familiar with coding or lack the 
right plugin. Nevertheless, you may need to 
incorporate audio content into your website. 
Thankfully, there are several user-friendly 
plugins available that can help you effortlessly 
achieve this functionality. These audio player 
plugins are designed to make the process 
simple and efficient, allowing you to embed 
audio files on your site and give your visitors a 
seamless audio playback experience.

Audio Album

The plugin was initially developed for the music 
pages on Dave Draper’s website. It uses the 
default audio capabilities of mediaelement.
js in WordPress core to create a styled group 
of audio files, forming an album-like format. 
Customization of colors can be done in 
the Audio Album section of the WordPress 
customizer. You can display multiple Audio 
Albums on your site, with the flexibility to 
include multiple albums on each page.

Compact WP Audio Player

Compact WP Audio Player embeds mp3 audio 
files on your site using an HTML5 + Flash 
hybrid. It’s fully responsive and compatible 
with all web browsers. You can easily add 
a compact audio player to any page or post 
with a shortcode. The plugin offers a single 
customization feature in Settings » SC Audio 
Player, allowing control over playing multiple 
audio files simultaneously on the frontend.

HTML5 Audio Player

HTML5 Audio Player is a versatile audio 
player compatible with all devices. With this 
plugin, you can easily play .mp3, .wav, or .ogg 
audio files on your WordPress site(s) and 
embed an audio player in various sections like 
posts, pages, widget areas, or template files. 
Additionally, you have the option to include 
ratings, artist, and title information for each 
audio file, along with a cover image.
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Graph and chart plugins
Transforming a vast amount of intricate 
data into an easily understandable chart is a 
significant challenge, but it’s worth embracing. 
Presenting data in a crisp and clear visual 
format is always compelling, and there are 
plenty of plugins available to help you create 
professional-looking charts and tables. You 
might even find them more user-friendly than 
building charts in Excel.

Data Tables Generator

Data Tables Generator by Supsystic	  is the 
ideal tool for in-depth data analysis. This plugin 
enables you to efficiently process and manage 
SEO-friendly data tables. It offers the flexibility 
to create responsive tables with sorting, 
searching, pagination, filtering, and other 
essential features. You can easily customize the 
tables both functionally and visually, enhancing 
your site’s design and catering to specific 
needs or tasks.

M Chart

M Chart is a powerful WordPress plugin 
that simplifies data management using 
a spreadsheet interface. It facilitates the 
presentation of data in chart form through 
Chart.js or Highcharts chart libraries, providing 
you with versatile charting options. The charts 
can be effortlessly embedded into regular 
posts using a convenient shortcode, making 
it easy to integrate visualizations into your 
content without any coding 

Visualizer: Tables and Charts for 
WordPress

Visualizer: Tables and Charts for WordPress is 
a powerful and user-friendly plugin that enables 
you to effortlessly create, manage, and embed 
interactive, responsive charts and tables into 
your posts and pages. The plugin utilizes 
Google Visualization API, DataTables.net, and 
ChartJS to provide animated and responsive 
charts, graphs, and tables. These visual 
elements ensure cross-browser compatibility 
and seamless display on mobile devices.
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https://themeisle.com/plugins/visualizer-charts-and-graphs/
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LMS plugins
The shift towards online channels in recent 
years has been evident, with a significant 
surge in eCommerce and video streaming. 
An area where these two channels intersect 
is the growing world of online courses and 
e-learning, predominantly video-based, 
covering diverse topics and subjects. The 
global e-learning market is projected to reach 
$390 billion by 2026. If you’re considering 
entering this market, the following plugins 
could be the catalyst to kickstart your journey.

LearnPress

LearnPress is a widely used, robust WordPress 
LMS plugin designed for effortless course 
creation and sales online. With this plugin, you 
can easily build course curriculums complete 
with lessons and quizzes, all managed through 
a user-friendly interface. It’s the perfect 
solution for creating educational online-course 
websites without the need for any coding 
expertise.

LifterLMS

LifterLMS provides a comprehensive and 
flexible WordPress LMS solution, enabling 
you to create, sell, and secure engaging 
online courses on your WordPress website. 
With LifterLMS’s versatile drag-and-drop 
course builder, you can easily build anything 
from simple online courses to complex multi-
instructor training-based membership websites, 
all from a single screen. Whether you need an 
online course, a membership site, or a learning 
management system, LifterLMS has got you 
covered.

Memberium

Memberium is an awesome LMS plugin that 
simplifies the process of building robust 
automated WordPress membership sites and 
online courses with seamless integration with 
Infusionsoft or ActiveCampaign. The creation of 
Memberium was necessitated by the limitations 
posed by other membership platforms when 
using Infusionsoft or ActiveCampaign in 
conjunction with WordPress.

https://wpengine.com
https://www.learningrevolution.net/elearning-statistics/
https://wpengine.com/resources/ebook-wordpress-for-lms/
https://wpengine.com/resources/ebook-wordpress-for-lms/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/learnpress/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/data-tables-generator-by-supsystic/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/data-tables-generator-by-supsystic/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/data-tables-generator-by-supsystic/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/learnpress/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/lifterlms/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/data-tables-generator-by-supsystic/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/data-tables-generator-by-supsystic/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/data-tables-generator-by-supsystic/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/lifterlms/
https://wpengine.com/solution-center/memberium/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/data-tables-generator-by-supsystic/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/data-tables-generator-by-supsystic/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/data-tables-generator-by-supsystic/
https://wpengine.com/solution-center/memberium/
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MemberPress

MemberPress is a user-friendly and 
powerful WordPress membership plugin that 
empowers you to create, manage, and monitor 
membership subscriptions and digital product 
sales with confidence. In addition to these 
robust features, MemberPress also allows you 
to control access to various elements like posts, 
pages, categories, tags, feeds, communities, 
and digital files based on your users’ purchased 
or subscribed products.

Sensei

Sensei is a WordPress LMS plugin developed 
by the creators of WooCommerce and Jetpack, 
enabling you to effortlessly build captivating 
online courses within minutes. With Sensei, you 
can create courses directly in the WordPress 
editor and customize them to match your brand 
and course needs. Whether you’re offering 
certification training, formal education, or 
simply sharing your knowledge, Sensei LMS 
simplifies the process of building and selling 
your online course in a few easy steps.

https://wpengine.com
https://www.memberpress.com/
https://wpengine.com/solution-center/memberium/
https://www.memberpress.com/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/sensei-lms/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/sensei-lms/
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Enhancing the customer experience on 
your WordPress sites is paramount to your 
digital success. A website with inconvenient 
processes or a confusing layout can quickly 
deter visitors and potential customers. By 
leveraging plugins that offer improved search 
functionality, seamless translations, and live 
chat support, businesses can create a user-
friendly environment that ensures a smooth 
and enjoyable journey for their customers from 
start to finish. This, in turn, fosters customer 
satisfaction, loyalty, and ultimately, a thriving 
online presence.

Search plugins
Creating seamless navigation for your 
visitors is essential for both engagement and 
conversions. In eCommerce, about 43% of 
shoppers will rely on search in some way, and 
those who find what they seek quickly are 
nearly twice as likely to follow through with 
their purchase. By incorporating powerful 
search plugins, you can significantly improve 
the user experience and boost conversions on 
your site.

Ajax Search Lite

Ajax Search Lite is a responsive live search 
plugin for WordPress, with a user-friendly 
AJAX-powered search bar. It supports 
searching in posts, pages, custom post 
types (e.g., WooCommerce products, events, 
portfolio items), and custom fields. With various 
customization options, eight built-in templates, 
and seamless animations, it’s a powerful 
replacement for the default WordPress search 
engine, ensuring a refined search experience 
for visitors. It also integrates smoothly with 
WPML and QtranslateX and supports Google 
Analytics for events and pageviews.

Customer experience 
plugins

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/ajax-search-lite/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/ajax-search-lite/
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Algolia

WP Search with Algolia, created and 
managed by WebDev Studios, is an easy 
integration of Algolia’s powerful search tool 
for your WordPress site. Index all your site 
content quickly to provide lightning-fast and 
accurate search results. Then, customize the 
search experience with autocomplete and 
instantsearch, and enjoy granular control 
over content relevancy and positioning within 
search. The plugin also offers native typo-
tolerance, language-agnostic support, and 
WooCommerce compatibility in the premium 
version, WP Search with Algolia Pro. The free 
version available for non-commercial use, and 
multisite support is coming soon.

Better Search Replace

When migrating your WordPress site, you’ll likely run 
into a need to run a search/replace on the database 
for everything to work correctly. Fortunately, there 
are several plugins available for this task, however, 
each uses a different approach. Better Search 
Replace combines optimal features from these 
different plugins with various tools and features 
including serialization support, specific table 
selection, dry run, no server requirements, Multisite 
support, and more in the Pro version.

ElasticPress

ElasticPress by 10up is a fast and customizable 
search engine for WordPress that can 
significantly improve content relevancy 
and speed by replacing your default site 
search with the power of ElasticSearch. The 
free version includes features like instant 
results, WooCommerce support, related 
posts, and autosuggest to enhance the user 
experience while reducing load times. The 
weighting dashboard allows you to prioritize or 
deprioritize certain results for specific terms, 
and the facets feature adds even more control 
over your search, letting you filter search 
results by one or more taxonomies. 

https://wpengine.com
http://algolia.com/
http://algolia.com/
https://webdevstudios.com/solutions/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/better-search-replace/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/better-search-replace/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/better-search-replace/
https://bettersearchreplace.com/
https://www.elasticpress.io/
https://www.elasticpress.io/
https://10up.com/
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Knowledge base plugins
Integrating a knowledge base into your site 
is a powerful way to enhance the customer 
experience and reduce support inquiries that 
take up your team’s time. Sometimes called a 
“support portal” or “support garage,” a robust 
knowledge base contains resources that 
hold quick answers for users’ most common 
questions and concerns. Consider utilizing 
these WordPress knowledge base plugins to 
optimize your customer support.

BetterDocs

BetterDocs enables the creation of a visually 
appealing and well-organized knowledge base 
full of resources that enhance your customer 
support. It offers well-designed templates, 
advanced search options, interactive Table of 
Contents (TOC), and customization features 
through both Elementor’s Page Builder and the 
Gutenberg Editor. The plugin also supports 
WPML for translation and includes an instant 
answer bot, analytics, and the ability to 
create multiple knowledge bases for different 
products.

Heroic Knowledge Base

Heroic Knowledge Base’ is trusted by more 
than 25,000 users, offering instant search, 
article analytics, user feedback, and email 
reports to enhance the knowledge base 
experience for you and your visitors. With a 
modern design and customizable options, it 
ensures professional-looking articles—even 
if you’re not a designer. Valuable insights and 
feedback help improve content effectiveness, 
thereby reducing customer support requests 
for you and your team. The plugin has versatile 
applications and is great for creating product 
help docs, technical documentation, user 
guides, internal knowledge base articles, 
multilingual knowledge base articles, standard 
operating procedural content, and more.

https://wpengine.com
https://betterdocs.co/
https://betterdocs.co/
https://herothemes.com/plugins/heroic-wordpress-knowledge-base/
https://herothemes.com/plugins/heroic-wordpress-knowledge-base/


© WP Engine, Inc. / 51

Translation plugins
With WordPress dominating over 40% of the 
Internet globally, ensuring your website is 
accessible to everyone—including non-native 
speakers—allows you the best opportunity to 
engage an international audience. To reach 
every corner of that wide user base, you’ll need 
to install a translation plugin. Here are some of 
the most popular translation plugins that can 
help expand your global reach.

Loco Translate

Loco Translate is a WordPress plugin that 
facilitates in-browser editing of translation files 
and integrates with many automatic translation 
services. It offers a built-in translation editor, 
enables easy creation and update of language 
files in themes or plugins, and supports 
translation APIs like DeepL, Google, Microsoft, 
and Lecto AI. The plugin also provides keyboard 
shortcuts for faster translating, making it a 
user-friendly and efficient translation solution.

Polylang

Polylang is a fully integrated multilingual plugin 
for WordPress, supporting up to 10+ languages 
on your site without affecting performance. 
It offers core features for translating posts, 
pages, categories, and custom post types, with 
RTL script support. Upgrading to Polylang Pro 
provides additional benefits, including better 
integration with the Block Editor, translatable 
template parts within the site editor, and 
content synchronization. Additionally, the 
Polylang for WooCommerce offering ensures 
seamless translation of WooCommerce pages, 
e-mails, and product categories. While Polylang 
does not automate the translation process, 
it does include a user-friendly setup wizard, 
and the Pro and WooCommerce-specific 
versions allow access to premium support for 
personalized assistance.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/loco-translate/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/loco-translate/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/polylang/
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Weglot Translate

Weglot Translate is one of the leading 
WordPress translation plugins with more 
than 60,000 users globally. It enables easy 
multilingual functionality, allowing you to 
translate your WordPress website into 110+ 
languages without any coding. The plugin is 
optimized for multilingual SEO, ensuring all 
translated pages are indexed by Google, offers 
automatic detection and real-time updates, and 
facilitates collaboration with team members 
for multilingual translations. Additionally, it 
provides an in-context editor, customizable 
language switcher, and seamless migration 
from other translation plugins. Thousands of 
websites rely on Weglot Translate to increase 
international visibility, reduce bounce rates, and 
enhance the user experience for a multilingual 
audience.

WPML

WPML simplifies running a multilingual website 
for standard single sites, offering 65 languages 
and and the ability to add custom variants. 
Besides posts and pages, WPML translates 
custom post types, fields, widgets, menus, 
images, taxonomy, media, and admin texts. 
The plugin offers flexible translation methods 

to suit your needs, including quality automatic 
translations powered by Google, DeepL, and 
Microsoft. You can control the translation 
workflow and opt for professional human 
translation or use your own team of translators. 

Live chat plugins
Live Chat functionality lets you provide real-
time support to visitors and customers, so 
you can resolve queries promptly and keep 
customer satisfaction high. For WordPress 
sites, live chat plugins offer easy integration 
and customization options, enabling 
businesses to engage with users directly 
from the WordPress dashboard and reducing 
the need for third-party tools. The following 
plugins can help you enhance user experience, 
increase sales, and gather valuable customer 
feedback for continuous improvement.

3CX Live Chat

3CX Live Chat is a reliable and always free live 
chat solution for WordPress, offering integrated 
voice, video, and team collaboration features. 
With support for WhatsApp, Facebook, and 
text messaging, it allows customers to easily 
connect with your business. Additionally, the 
plugin offers video conferencing, mobile, and 
desktop apps, making it a comprehensive live 
chat solution your customers and your team will 
love.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/weglot/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/weglot/
https://wpml.org/
https://wpml.org/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-live-chat-support/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-live-chat-support/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-live-chat-support/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-live-chat-support/
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Tawk.to Live Chat

Tawk.to Live Chat is a free messaging app 
for WordPress, allowing real-time monitoring 
and chatting with site visitors so you can 
gain valuable insights, increase conversions, 
and stay connected with visitors from any 
device. With features like personal greetings, 
ticketing, and a, included knowledge base, it’s a 
comprehensive support solution used by more 
than 5 million companies. Plus, it’s completely 
free with unlimited agents and sites, making 
it an efficient and cost-effective choice for 
customer engagement.

Tidio Live Chat

Tidio offers an all-in-one customer experience 
solution for WordPress, including live chat, AI 
chatbots, and multichannel communication. It 
helps online stores provide excellent customer 
service, increase sales, and efficiently manage 
customer inquiries using pre-built chatbots for 
sales and support, AI-powered responses, and 
WooCommerce product cards that enhance the 
shopping experience. The platform allows easy 
engagement with visitors, conversion-focused 
pop-ups, and seamless integration with other 
popular marketing tools like Klaviyo, Mailchimp, 
and more.

LiveChat 
 

 
LiveChat’s WordPress plugin enables real-
time customer communication, personalized 
messaging, and offline message handling. 
Additional efficiency features like targeted 
messages and quick replies improve your 
customer support capabilities, and the plugin 
integrates with popular WordPress site 
builders and eCommerce platforms, providing 
seamless customization and extension options. 
LiveChat’s wide range of third-party app 
integrations, including Zendesk, HubSpot CRM, 
and Mailchimp, enhance its functionality. 

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/tawkto-live-chat/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/tawkto-live-chat/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/tidio-live-chat/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/tidio-live-chat/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-live-chat-software-for-wordpress/
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Ratings plugins
Online rating systems are essential for website 
owners as they will greatly influence the 
decisions of your potential customers. With 
around 70% of buyers seeking product reviews 
before making purchases and 72% taking 
action after reading positive reviews, having 
reviews on your website can significantly boost 
conversions. By incorporating a review feature, 
website owners not only incentivize purchases 
but also foster user-generated content, 
enhancing credibility and trust. For WordPress 
sites, the following recommended plugins can 
facilitate user feedback and compel visitors to 
review your site content and products.

Site Reviews

Site Reviews offers a comprehensive review 
management solution for websites, functioning 
similarly to popular platforms like Amazon, 
TripAdvisor, and Yelp. With features like pinned 
top reviews, verification marking, approval 
control, and more, it encourages user-
generated content. The plugin integrates with 
WordPress Gravatar and various third-party 
plugins, including WooCommerce, Yoast, and 
WP Rocket. The free version provides backup 
and restore options and supports multilingual 
and multisite websites—and for more advanced 
features and support, Site Reviews Premium 
offers paid addons for filtering, custom review 
forms, images, notifications, and theme design. 

Stars Testimonials

The Stars Testimonials plugin helps you easily 
add testimonials to your WordPress site, 
boosting credibility and conversion rates. 
Features include unlimited testimonials, star 
ratings, customer images, and company names. 
It supports Elementor and other page builders, 
offers customizable grid layouts, color options, 
and a shortcode builder for easy setup. Start 
with a free version to enhance your site’s social 
proof. 
 
 
Widgets for Google Reviews

Easily display Google Reviews on your 
WordPress site with Widgets for Google 
Reviews, a free plugin offering pre-designed 
widgets with customizable styles to match your 
company’s branding. With the professional 
package, you can integrate reviews from 
various platforms like Google, Facebook, Yelp, 
Amazon, Tripadvisor, and more. Available in 
multiple languages, the plugin offers 24/7 email 
support to help you customize your widget 
images, hide negative or spam reviews, shorten 
long reviews for easier display, and more.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/site-reviews/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/site-reviews/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/site-reviews/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/stars-testimonials-with-slider-and-masonry-grid/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-reviews-plugin-for-google/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-reviews-plugin-for-google/


© WP Engine, Inc. / 55

YASR - Yet Another Stars Rating

YASR—Yet Another Stars Rating is another 
way to add reviews and testimonials to your 
WordPress website. Use shortcodes or blocks 
to insert overall ratings at the beginning or 
end of your posts, and even let users review 
your content or products with the reviewer 
vote feature. The plugin supports multi-set 
ratings for different aspects of reviews as well 
as easy migration from other rating plugins. 
YASR supports various schema.org item types, 
making it versatile enough for almost any type 
of content—and while no coding is needed to 
use the plugin, it’s also extremely developer-
friendly thanks to a REST API integration and 
numerous hooks for customization. 

Tooltip plugins
A “tooltip” is a small pop-up that appears when 
a user hovers their cursor over or clicks on a 
specific icon, image, or highlighted word on 
your website. It is used to display explanatory 
text, define jargon, or provide additional 
relevant information without interrupting the 
user as they peruse your content. Tooltip 
plugins enable easy implementation of this 
functionality on your site and can contribute to 
better site performance and an improved user 
experience overall.

CM Tooltip Glossery

CM Tooltip Glossary is a powerful WordPress 
plugin for creating glossaries full of important 
definitions for your users. It automatically 
links glossary terms within posts, displaying 
tooltips when users hover over a term, and 
the responsive glossary index lists all terms 
for easy access. The free version generates 
a limited glossary index, while the Pro version 
offers unlimited terms and additional features. 
Additionally, the Pro+ and eCommerce versions 
include advanced options like multi-language 
glossaries, video/audio tooltips, and integration 
with various platforms.

WordPress Tooltips

WordPress Tooltip is a lightweight and powerful 
jQuery tooltip solution that adds popup boxes 
with text, images, videos, audio, and more 
when users hover over elements on your 
website. It supports glossary functionality 
and allows easy management of tooltip 
keywords and content from the admin panel. 
The plugin automatically applies tooltips to 
relevant terms in post content, titles, tags, 
and more. Plus, it integrates seamlessly with 
other popular plugins like NextGEN Gallery, 
Elementor, Contact Form 7, and WooCommerce.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/yet-another-stars-rating/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/enhanced-tooltipglossary/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordpress-tooltips/
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General CX plugins
While these plugins don’t fit under any of the 
specific criteria above, they are all excellent 
plugins that add various customer experience 
capabilities to your site(s). Take a look at 
each one to find out more about their specific 
features and decide if they can be of use on 
your website! 

Amazon Polly

The Amazon Polly plugin is an advanced text-
to-speech service that converts written content 
into lifelike speech. Offering a range of natural-
sounding voices in multiple languages, the 
plugin allows website owners to enhance their 
user experience by adding dynamic voiceovers 
to web pages, applications, and e-learning 
content. Benefits of Amazon Polly include 
improving accessibility for visually impaired 
users, increasing engagement through high-
quality audio content, and enabling the creation 
of interactive voice-based applications. With 
Amazon Polly, website owners can create more 
engaging and inclusive experiences for their 
audience.

Web Stories

Web Stories is a free and open-source tool for 
creating engaging visual narratives on the web. 
With flexible preset templates, it offers creative 
freedom to complement your branding. The 
format allows sharing and embedding across 
sites and supports analytics for tracking and 
monetization. The user-friendly interface, 
drag-and-drop capabilities, media library 
access, and customizable styles make visual 
storytelling a breeze, and once published, you 
can track and measure your stories to see what 
content is most engaging to your audience.

https://wpengine.com
https://aws.amazon.com/polly/
https://aws.amazon.com/polly/
https://aws.amazon.com/polly/
https://aws.amazon.com/polly/
https://stories.google/
https://stories.google/
https://stories.google/
https://stories.google/
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Although WP Engine takes significant steps 
to enhance the security of our customers’ 
websites, adding extra security measures is 
often a wise move. Remember, security aims 
to minimize risks, not eliminate them entirely. 
According to WordPress.org, “It’s about 
employing all the appropriate controls available 
to you, within reason, that allow you to improve 
your overall posture reducing the odds of 
making yourself a target, subsequently getting 
hacked.”  While WP Engine does disallow some 
security plugins, here are a few you might 
consider using to further harden the security of 
your website.

Security solution plugins
When it comes to security solutions, there 
are various factors to consider. The following 
plugins provide comprehensive protection 
against a range of security threats and offer 
solutions such as managed firewall and 
malware protection, along with advanced 
security solutions tailored for your WordPress 
site. With these plugins in place, you can 
ensure a robust and multi-layered security 
approach to safeguard your website from 
potential threats.

All-In-One Security

All-In-One Security (AIOS) is a reliable and 
well-supported WordPress security plugin 
that elevates website security to new heights. 
Developed by experts, the plugin is user-
friendly and straightforward. It effectively 
reduces security risks by scanning for 
vulnerabilities and implementing the latest 
recommended security practices and 
techniques for WordPress. With All In One 
WP Security, you can rest assured that your 
website’s security is in capable hands.

Security plugins

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/all-in-one-wp-security-and-firewall/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/all-in-one-wp-security-and-firewall/
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BulletProof Security

BulletProof Security is an advanced security 
plugin that takes a proactive approach to 
protect your WordPress site. It automatically 
addresses over 100 known issues and conflicts 
with other plugins while offering robust defense 
against various common injections like XSS, 
RFI, CRLF, CSRF, Base64, Code Injection, and 
SQL Injections. The plugin offers an extensive 
array of security features, including firewalls, 
login security monitoring, idle session logout, 
DB backup logging, HTTP error logging, and 
much more. 

Solid Security

Solid Security offers a comprehensive range 
of over 30 security measures to protect your 
WordPress site. These include 2FA, a malware 
scanning schedule, password security, Google 
reCAPTCHA, and more. The plugin goes the 
extra mile by allowing you to ban accounts that 
have attempted brute-force attacks on other 
sites. With iThemes Security, you can rest 
assured that your server is being safeguarded, 
and the plugin promptly identifies and fixes 
vulnerabilities in seconds, providing you with 
peace of mind.

Really Simple SSL

Another way to easily enhance your website’s 
security is with Really Simple SSL. This 
popular security plugin automates SSL setup, 
strengthens security features, and offers 
server health checks as well as the ability to 
quickly migrate your site to HTTPS utilizing 
Let’s Encrypt for SSL certificates. Receive 
vulnerability alerts for plugins, themes, and 
core. For advanced security requirements, 
Really Simple SSL Pro offers additional features 
including mixed content scan & fixer for both 
front and back-end HTTP requests.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/bulletproof-security/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/bulletproof-security/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/bulletproof-security/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/bulletproof-security/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/bulletproof-security/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/better-wp-security/
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Securi Security

Sucuri Security strengthens your WordPress 
site by actively monitoring all security-related 
events. Storing activity logs in the cloud 
safeguards them from manipulation or deletion 
by attackers, preserving essential forensic 
data. The plugin offers Security File Integrity 
Monitoring, comparing known good states 
with the current status to promptly identify any 
issues. Additionally, Sucuri provides remote 
malware scanning, blacklist monitoring, post-
hack security measures, and a range of other 
protective features.

Wordfence

Wordfence is a highly popular WordPress 
security plugin with over 4 million active 
installations and numerous 5-star ratings in the 
WordPress Plugin Repository. It is an excellent 
choice for users seeking enhanced security 
with an endpoint firewall and malware scanner, 
both custom-built to safeguard WordPress. 
Moreover, Wordfence’s Threat Defense Feed 
continuously updates the plugin with the 
latest firewall rules, malware signatures, and 
malicious IP addresses to ensure your website’s 
utmost security.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/sucuri-scanner/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/sucuri-scanner/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordfence/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordfence/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordfence/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordfence/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordfence/
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Backup plugins
Regular backups should be part of every 
website security strategy, as backing up your 
site can provide a crucial safety net when 
access or data is compromised. Backups offer 
a reliable way to restore lost or compromised 
data, mitigate the impact of cyber threats, and 
rectify unintentional errors or data corruption. 
And for WordPress users, there are numerous 
plugins that can make backing up your site a 
breeze. Check out the following backup plugins 
for a sample of some of the most popular 
choices.

BackWPup

BackWPup is a standout backup plugin that 
secures your entire WordPress install, including 
/wp-content/, with easy transfer to external 
backup services like Dropbox, S3, FTP, and 
more. One backup .zip file ensures effortless 
restoration. Created by top WordPress agency 
Inspyde, BackWPup is renowned for its ease 
of use and seamless backup capabilities. Note: 
the free version of BackWPup offers limited 
support compared to BackWPup Pro, which 
comes with top-tier support and enhanced 
features such as complete automatic restore, 
a standalone app for emergency restore, and 
much more.

Duplicator

With over 30 million downloads, Duplicator lets 
you effortlessly migrate, copy, or clone sites 
between locations while serving as a user-
friendly backup tool. Handling serialized and 
base64 serialized replacements, this plugin 
excels in standard WordPress migrations, zero 
downtime transitions, and other use cases 
requiring reliable backups. Duplicator’s widely 
popular premium version, Duplicator Pro, 
offers additional features including scheduled 
backups, cloud storage, and one-click restore.

UpdraftPlus

UpdraftPlus is a massively popular WordPress 
backup plugin that’s trusted by 3 million 
websites. The plugin’s free version allows you 
to easily create full site backups utilizing cloud 
storage or by downloading site data directly. 
Additional features include scheduled and on-
demand backups, selective file backup, as well 
as the ability to auto-upload to Dropbox, Google 
Drive, and more. The plugin’s premium version 
offers migration, multisite, and priority support. 

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordfence/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/backwpup/
https://wpengine.co.uk/partners/agencies/inpsyde/
https://backwpup.com/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/duplicator/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/duplicator/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/updraftplus/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/updraftplus/


© WP Engine, Inc. / 61

User role plugins
Out of the box, WordPress provides five 
predefined user roles: Administrator, Editor, 
Author, Contributor, and Subscriber. Each role 
comes with specific permissions, dictating 
what a user can or cannot do. However, these 
default user roles cannot be easily customized 
to add or limit permissions.

To expand the capabilities of a specific role or 
introduce new roles, installing a plugin offers a 
swift solution. Here are some top picks that can 
help you establish and manage user roles on 
your website more effectively.

Members

Members empowers you to efficiently 
manage permissions beyond the limitations of 
WordPress alone. This plugin offers a range 
of key features, including a role manager, 
multiple user role distribution, explicit denial 
of capabilities, cloning capabilities, content 
permissions, shortcodes, widgets, plugin 
integration, and much more. With Members, 
you gain enhanced control over user roles and 
permissions on your WordPress site.

Restriced Site Access

Using Restricted Site Access, you can 
effortlessly limit access to your website to 
logged-in users or visitors from specific IP 
addresses. For restricted visitors, you have 
the flexibility to redirect them to any URL, a 
designated WordPress page, the login page, or 
display a custom message. With over 20,000 
active installations, Restricted Site Access is 
the ideal solution for extranets, publicly hosted 
intranets, and parallel development and staging 
sites.

User Role Editor

User Role Editor is a user-friendly plugin that 
makes adjusting user roles and capabilities 
a breeze. It offers full support for WordPress 
Multisite networks, allowing you to fine-tune 
tasks for each user and hide front-end menu 
items from others. While the plugin is free 
to activate from the WordPress Repository, 
upgrading to the premium version unlocks 
additional modules with more functionality.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/members/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/members/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/restricted-site-access/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/restricted-site-access/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/user-role-editor/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/user-role-editor/


© WP Engine, Inc. / 62

WP Activity Log

Take your WordPress site management 
to the next level with WP Activity Log: a 
comprehensive, user-friendly plugin that 
helps you track every action on your site for 
productivity, accountability, and security. 
Trusted by hundreds of thousands of 
WordPress administrators and security pros, 
WP Activity Log is the highest-rated WordPress 
activity log plugin available. 

WPFront User Role Editor

The WPFront User Role Editor plugin is an 
excellent choice for WordPress user role 
management, enabling you to add, edit, and 
delete user roles. The free version also offers 
the ability to migrate users to other sites. By 
opting for paid premium options, you unlock 
a plethora of additional features, including 
custom post type permissions, content 
restriction shortcodes, an admin menu editor, 
and much more.
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In recent years, there’s been a growing need 
for businesses of all sizes to adapt and meet 
customers where they are—online. The 
eCommerce plugins we mentioned earlier are 
handy for creating your online store and selling 
products or services, the following plugins offer 
additional features that can ensure smooth 
operations for your digital business. As the 
world continues to move online, these plugins 
are essential tools for growing your business 
and engaging with customers effectively.

Email plugins
Email is often an afterthought, but if you rely 
on your WordPress site for email delivery, you 
may have run into some limitations. If you’re 
facing issues with email delivery or just want 
to optimize your WordPress site for email, 
the following plugins can help you configure 
emails, set email notifications, and ensure that 
your emails don’t end up in spam. 

Easy WP SMTP

If you’re facing issues with email delivery 
in WordPress, Easy WP SMTP was built to 
provide a solution. This plugin offers you the 
ability to configure outgoing emails through 
six different mailers (including SendLayer, 
Mailgun, and Microsoft 365) as well as SMTP 
server options. Prevent spam folder issues, 
improve deliverability, and log email activities. 
The plugin can be set up quickly using its 
included setup wizard, and additional reporting 
and debugging features are available in the Pro 
version.

Business plugins
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Comment Reply Email Notification

Comment Reply Email Notification allows 
visitors to effortlessly subscribe for email 
responses to their comments. A word 
of caution: this plugin utilizes the “wp_
insert_comment” hook, potentially sending 
notifications with every comment. While using 
this plugin, ensure email sending works; try 
plugins like “wp-mail-smtp” if needed. Use 
the plugin to customize checkbox layouts and 
email templates, tailoring your communication 
to match your theme’s style. Elevate your 
comment engagement with this flexible, user-
focused plugin.

WP Offload SES

WP Offload SES helps solve the problem of 
WordPress emails going to spam or not being 
delivered at all. SMTP plugins exist that send 
site emails over your existing email provider, 
but this can result in the same problems once 
you’ve hit your daily send limit. WP Offload 
SES gives you high deliverability, powerful 
managed infrastructure, and the low costs of 
Amazon SES, but with the ease of configuration 
and use offered by a quality WordPress plugin. 
Among other features, WP Offload SES lets you 

configure default email addresses and names, 
verify sending domains and addresses, set up a 
custom “Reply To” and “Return Path” address, 
view stats on your send rate, and integrate 
with your favorite form and newsletter plugins. 
In addition, weekly health reports give you 
confidence your emails are sending as they 
should. WP Offload SES Pro gives you even 
greater insight, drawing on stats from Amazon 
CloudWatch.

Booking + calendar 
plugins
From virtual visits to upcoming events, the right 
calendar and booking plugins will make it easier 
for site visitors to schedule appointments, 
reserve seats, and check availability directly 
on your website. Here are a few noteworthy 
plugins you might explore to enhance your 
visitor’s booking or scheduling experience.

Booking Calendar

Booking Calendar offers an intuitive booking 
system for displaying calendar availability, 
receiving bookings, and managing them 
through a modern admin panel. The plugin 
syncs seamlessly with other services to prevent 
duplicate bookings, and allows you to define 
available dates, and enable full-day or time-slot 
reservations.
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Events Manager

Events Manager is a full-featured event 
registration plugin designed with flexibility, 
reliability, and powerful features top of mind. 
The plugin’s most recent Version 6 saw 
its largest update to date, with a complete 
overhaul of calendars, lists, searches, and 
wide enhancements to the plugin’s already-
impressive feature set. 

Event Tickets

Offer an effortless RSVP solution for events 
using Event Tickets. This free plugin, supported 
by a world-class team of developers and 
designers, integrates smoothly with your 
PayPal business account. Efficiently manage 
attendees from your WordPress dashboard and 
access various tools, including partial template 
overrides, template tags, hooks, filters, 
thorough documentation, and a collection of 
free extensions. 

Sugar Calendar

Sugar Calendar is a “sweet and simple” event 
calendar plugin that’s become widely popular 
thanks to its user-friendly admin interface 
and wide functionality. This includes filtering 
and calendar widgets for past and upcoming 
events, as well as the ability to customize date 
formats and enable visitor conversion mode 
for time zones. A premium (paid) plugin, Sugar 
Calendar is lightweight, translation-ready, 
and offers shortcode support, plus seamless 
integration with Gravity Forms, Ninja Forms, 
and event ticketing with Stripe. 

WooCommerce Bookings

WooCommerce Bookings is a powerful 
WooCommerce extension that lets you sell 
bookings based on times or dates, with 
seamless payment processing. While it’s 
a perfect fit for companies already using 
WooCommerce, it also provides a user-friendly 
option for anyone getting started. Enjoy the 
simplicity of the plugin’s modern layout or 
personalize it with CSS to tailor the booking 
experience to your preferences.
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Map plugins
Maps plugins can do a whole lot more than 
provide directions. These nifty tools can 
display multiple locations, create custom 
markers, and even geotag content on your site 
so users can explore by location. If you’re into 
travel blogs, a maps plugin can be a game-
changer for sharing your adventures visually. 
For businesses with multiple stores or event 
locations, maps plugins are like a lifeline that 
helps customers find you effortlessly. Many of 
these plugins integrate with popular APIs like 
Google Maps for enhanced functionality. Think 
of them as your website’s GPS, guiding your 
visitors with style and functionality.

Maps Widget for Google Maps

Maps Widget for Google Maps is a popular 
maps plugin that offers significant control and 
customization for Google Maps. The plugin is 
Gutenberg-ready and provides an excellent 
option for Google Maps integration. Build a 
map with a thumbnail and lightbox in minutes, 
and once it’s installed, you can adjust the 
way the thumbnail looks and choose between 
street or satellite view. When users click on the 
thumbnail, the map will expand, offering a clear 
view of your customized map. 

MapPress

MapPress offers a simple straightforward way 
to add stunning interactive Google and Leaflet 
maps to your WordPress site. With Gutenberg 
blocks or the classic editor, you can create 
unlimited maps and markers effortlessly. The 
plugin’s popup map editor ensures easy map 
creation and editing, and MapPress Pro (the 
plugin’s premium version) provides additional 
features like custom icons, search and filter, 
clustering, and more. 

Maps Marker Pro

Maps Marker Pro is a powerful maps plugin 
that goes above and beyond. This premium 
WordPress plugin offers enhanced functionality 
and a user-friendly interface for effortless 
location organization on your WordPress site(s). 
With Maps Marker, managing maps becomes 
a breeze, and you can customize your spots 
to perfection. The plugin also prioritizes data 
privacy ethical coding standards.

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/google-maps-widget/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/google-maps-widget/
https://maps.google.com/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/mappress-google-maps-for-wordpress/
https://www.mapsmarker.com/
https://www.mapsmarker.com/


© WP Engine, Inc. / 67

WP Go Maps

WP Go Maps is an easy-to-use Google Maps 
and Open Layers map plugin that helps you 
simplify map management. Quickly add 
customized maps, map blocks, or a Store 
Locator to your WordPress posts and pages 
with a shortcode. The plugin’s Pro version 
offers more features, including Elementor 
integration and custom Google maps with 
high-quality markers containing locations, 
descriptions, images, categories, links, and 
directions. 

WP Maps 

WP Maps is an advanced yet user-friendly 
Google Maps plugin for WordPress that lets 
you create unlimited responsive maps with 
custom marker icons, infowindow messages, 
and more. Enable marker category filters for 
user convenience, seamlessly integrate with 
major WordPress GDPR plugins, and easily add 
beautifully designed custom maps to pages, 
posts, or widgets with generated shortcodes.    

Directory plugins
A directory plugin provides functionality 
for delivering location or category-based 
information on your website. For instance, 
if you wish to provide your site visitors with 
location-based reviews or classified listings, 
a WordPress directory plugin will help you 
integrate directory functionality and expand the 
scope of your site to meet your unique needs. 
Turn your WordPress site into a powerful listing 
service or directory business with the plugins 
listed below. 

Advanced Classifieds and 
Directory Pro

Advanced Classifieds and Directory Pro is a 
professional, powerful, and flexible directory 
plugin that enables the creation of any type of 
directory site. Organize listings across infinite 
categories and subcategories, with unlimited 
custom fields. Choose from adaptable field 
formats like radio, checkbox, select list, text 
area, and input box. Assign extra fields to 
categories, set different fields as required, and 
connect to the search widget for tailored search 
filters. 

https://wpengine.com
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-google-maps/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-google-maps/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-google-map-plugin/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-google-map-plugin/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-google-map-plugin/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-google-map-plugin/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/advanced-classifieds-and-directory-pro/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/advanced-classifieds-and-directory-pro/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-google-map-plugin/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-google-map-plugin/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-google-map-plugin/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/advanced-classifieds-and-directory-pro/


© WP Engine, Inc. / 68

Business Directory Plugin

The Business Directory Plugin enhances your 
site with a Yelp-style review or Yellow Pages-
style directory. Fully customizable, you can 
seamlessly blend it with your site’s theme 
to maintain your brand identity. Enjoy fully 
modifiable form fields, photo uploads, and 
payment acceptance for listings. With Business 
Directory, you can transform your website into a 
thriving online directory with ease.

Directorist

If you’re looking to build an online directory 
like Yelp, Yellow Pages, or Tripadvisor on 
your WordPress site, the Directorist Business 
Directory Plugin makes it easy to create 
powerful business directories or classified 
websites. The possibilities are endless with 
this powerful plugin. You can generate income, 
provide community service, support others’ 
businesses, or elevate your own. 

Geo Directory

Geo Directory is a highly advanced and 
scalable plugin that empowers you to add 
countless listings to your website using free 
and premium add-ons. Quickly create fully 
customizable listings for a compelling user 
experience. There’s no need to compromise on 
design or aesthetics; Geo Directory seamlessly 
matches your site’s look and feel so you can 
build high-performing, great-looking listings on 
your WordPress site. 
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Invoice plugins
Invoice plugins have transformed the invoicing 
process in recent years, replacing manual 
efforts with efficiency. With key features 
like simplified payment management, 
increased flexibility, and customizable invoice 
notifications, these plugins enhance various 
aspects of your business, such as automated 
recurring billing, generating professional 
invoices, and tracking payment status. Embrace 
the convenience and improved invoicing 
experience with the following invoice plugins!

Sliced Invoices

Sliced Invoices stands out as a reliable invoicing 
plugin that makes the invoicing process 
effortless. It offers versatile features like offline 
payment methods, PayPal Express Checkout, 
and invoicing in any currency. Additionally, 
you can export invoices to CSV, ensuring 
smooth financial management. Streamline 
your invoicing tasks with the convenience and 
functionality of this plugin. 

Sprout Invoices

Enhance your invoice workflow with Sprout 
Invoices. This plugin offers fully customizable 
templates that seamlessly blend with your 
theme and it supports various payment 
methods. The free version includes PayPal 
payments, while the Pro version provides 
additional upgrades and payment add-ons for 
even more convenience. 

WooCommerce PDF Invoices

Automatically attach PDF invoices to your 
eCommerce order confirmation emails using 
WooCommerce PDF Invoices, a WooCommerce 
extension plugin from WP Overnight. The 
plugin supports multiple languages for 
issuing invoices and allows full HTML/CSS 
customization of templates. All generated 
invoices are stored on your account page for 
easy access. Simplify your invoicing process 
with this powerful plugin.
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WP Simple Pay

WP Simple Pay is a leading WordPress invoicing 
and payments plugin, loved by small business 
owners for its simplicity and power. Accept 
one-time and recurring payments without 
complex shopping carts or coding. The 
smart payment form builder supports credit 
cards, Apple Pay, Google Pay, and more in 
30+ languages and 135+ currencies, without 
additional transaction fees. Enjoy Pro features 
like custom coupon codes, installments, free 
trials, and a free basic version.

Project management 
plugins
Efficient WordPress sites thrive on organization. 
Streamline planning, structure, and control 
in your business with the right project 
management plugins. Effective task delegation 
and deadline tracking become seamless, 
saving you invaluable time. Explore the 
following plugins to optimize your workflow and 
significantly enhance productivity.

Admin Columns Pro

Though it’s not technically a project 
management plugin, Admin Columns Pro is 
a premium plugin that proves invaluable for 
project management and organization. It 
enables you to create informative overviews, 
facilitating quick content discovery, ordering, 
filtering, and updates. You’re sure to simplify 
your workflow with Admin Columns Pro’s 
insightful features.

Atarim Visual Collaboration

Atarim Visual Collaboration is a user-friendly 
plugin that simplifies feedback collection and 
design project management on WordPress 
sites. Ideal for agencies, freelancers, and 
teams, it enables efficient collaboration by 
allowing feedback submission directly on 
the front-end or back-end of websites. Used 
by nearly 10,000 agencies on over 120,000 
websites, this plugin boosts productivity by 
streamlining feedback and task management.
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WP Project Manager

WP Project Manager is a dedicated project 
management plugin for WordPress that equips 
you with essential features for an efficient site, 
including project creation and modification, 
team member assignments, messaging 
with attachments, and project comments. 
Benefit from custom to-do lists and milestone 
creation for improved project management. 
Enhance your WordPress project management 
experience with this comprehensive plugin.

Zephyr Project Manager

The Zephyr Project Manager plugin efficiently 
manages all your projects and tasks. It offers 
unlimited project and task customizations, 
progress charts, discussion panels, file 
attachments, and more, and the Android app 
provides real-time notifications straight from 
your WordPress site. The plugin supports 
personal dashboards, categories, calendars, 
and file management, and the Pro Edition adds 
even more features like Kanban board-style 
projects, Asana integration, custom fields, and 
more. View and manage all your team’s projects 
and progress with this one simple plugin!
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Conclusion

WordPress’ vast ecosystem of plugins are 
a simply a game-changer when it comes to 
enhancing the functionality of websites.

While this guide explores some of the most 
popular and powerful plugins commonly used 
by site owners and builders, it’s important to 
note that this is not an exhaustive list.

To discover even more plugins, the WordPress 
Plugin Repository is an excellent resource 
where you can find a wide range of options to 
suit your needs. 

If you’re eager to learn more about WordPress 
plugins, these helpful resources provide 
valuable information to expand your knowledge 
and make the most of your website. 

What Are WordPress Plugins?  

What You Need to Know 

How to Avoid Dangerous WordPress Plugins

Plugin Updates Are Important,  
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How to Use Smart Plugin Manager
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