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The VHS Awards

Brief:

• Celebrate the best movies of the 90s

• Audience voting with live ranking

• Cut-off date for voting

• Unique design
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#1 Install ACF PRO with Composer
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Step 1: Add our Composer repository URL to your composer.json file:

How to Install With Composer
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Step 2: Create an auth.json credentials file to place in the 
root of your site (locally and on the live server) from the My 
Account section of the ACF site, looks like:

How to Install With Composer
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How to Install With Composer

Step 3: Then run the Composer command to install ACF PRO:

$ composer require wpengine/advanced-custom-fields-pro

Read more: 
advancedcustomfields.com/resources/installing-acf-pro-with-composer 
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• Custom post types are an essential part of building WordPress sites

• Register with code or a plugin

• Typically it’s the first thing developers do before adding fields with ACF

WP + CPTs = CMS

Joined up process for creating CPTs, taxonomies and custom fields in ACF 6.1 🎉
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• Custom Post Type: Movie

• Taxonomy: Genre

• Fields: 

▪ Director (text)

▪ Year (number)

▪ Related Movies (relationship)

▪ Votes (number)

VHS Awards 
Site Data 
Model
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Registering Custom Post Types
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Registering Fields for the Post Type
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Registering Fields for the Post Type



Tiffany #0ECAD4 Mirage #002838 Seafoam #50E3C2 Lapis #007EEA Royal #7E5CEF

Polar #F4F7FA Ash #98A2A7 Soot #6B757B

Sunset #FF6C29                     Dollabillz #43AB3C

TITLE + CONTENT: LARGE BULLETS

14

Registering Custom Taxonomies
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#3 Global Fields with the Options Page
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The Notification/Promo Bar
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Step 1
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Step 2
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Step 3
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Done!
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#4 Programmatically Registering Fields
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Creating Fields with ACF

Field Editor UI JSON files PHP code
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https://github.com/StoutLogic/acf-builder

ACF Builder Package 
StoutLogic/acf-builder

Fluent PHP API for 
defining fields

Reusable, portable, 
commit to version 

control

Stop clients from 
editing fields in the 

UI
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Installing the ACF Builder package

$ composer require stoutlogic/acf-builder
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Using the ACF Builder package
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#5 Bi-directional Relationships
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How it’s Done - 
Option 1

• Write a function that hooks in to the 
acf/update_value filter

▪ This runs before a value is saved

▪ Will update the custom field 
value of each selected post to 
include the current post’s ID

Docs Page

www.advancedcustomfields.com/resources/
bidirectional-relationships
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How it’s Done - 
Option 2

• Third-party plugin from ACF Extended

• On wordpress.org

• Adds field settings for establishing the 
relationship
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#6 Headless with ACF
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• ACF has API support:

▪ REST API (natively with ACF)

▪ WPGraphQL (with WPGraphQL plugin and 
WPGraphQL ACF plugin)

• Can support fully decoupled headless site, eg. 
Atlas sites

Headless with 
WordPress 
and ACF
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• People are voting on the VHS Awards 
site up to a certain date

• Local cinema is a double bill of the most 
voted 90s movies

• Have the site dynamically power the 
cinema’s billboard

▪ Billboard is a simple node app

▪ Needs to fetch the site data

Real World 
Headless Example
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Using a custom REST API Endpoint
Step 1: Create the callback function to return the data we need
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Using a custom REST API Endpoint
Step 2: Register the custom REST endpoint using the callback function
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Using a custom REST API Endpoint
Step 3: Test our the new endpoint - http://vhs-awards.local/wp-json/vhs/v1/popular
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#7 Creating a custom block with ACF
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A Custom Call-to-action Block
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3 Block Template Files
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1ds1D8SXHb3G_tWJDa0EQQhTknRFkuEo-/preview
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1. Install ACF PRO via Composer

2. Custom Post Types & Taxonomies in ACF

3. Global/Site-wide Fields with an Option Page

4. Programmatically Registering Fields

5. Bi-Directional Relationships

6. Headless with ACF

7. Creating a Custom Block with ACF

A Recap
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The best movie of the 90s!

Rob’s Vote!
1

Iain’s Vote!

1
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Product Manager, ACF

WP Engine

Product Marketing Manager

WP Engine

Rob StinsonIain Poulson
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